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Spa:kmg nbout the twlltmml school . of phlla uph:u.gthqughﬁnﬂﬂ':
‘Thenkalai Srivaishnavites:aresbeing loosely referred to) s ‘T:hmmhlryuk'_
or ‘Thennacharya Bampradayees’. " There is, however 'no lfrr conlra dpuamid
nation as ‘Vadavacharyas', althobgh tho torms “Thenkasai’ snd *Vadakalait
are in vogue. 'As could be sdert®from the line ‘Vadakalai, Thenkaldi, tvadugagt’
kanoadam’ 'in’ the  opening seetidh/ of ‘Kambs  Rawmayan ', .thess four words’.
refor to the four Innguagal"qwl‘} ‘Sanskrit, Tamil,’ T/ luguc and! Kannade’
respectively.' It would appear'hiat those '\’luhnnwtas who! utendftpnoulf
patronage'to Sanskrit go underthe nams and;style of 4Vadakaldis®whilé thoses
who' similsry ‘bestow ' loving garedon: Tamil,  in' an ‘e’ rloldmlr‘yiidam'oll‘
aro known as ‘Thenkalsis’, None can, lmwcver throw a lequate:light on the)
point of tima at which these appellagions came'into being - the.mystery of the
names of the two lapguages baing applicd to their pacrons. as welly, The
beauty, rather, the pity of it is bbat the expressions “Ihenk: lai’. an‘ﬁm
have not oocurred in any of the works of tha ‘Poprvacharyns.’ Bus thess words
have invaded; with & vengoange, $he records of the law Ccurts during,the, last
hundred years and woven a huge: volume of forensig literature azonpd them.
Again, these two words, assogiated, rather indentified with.the,particular
contours of the caste mark worn by the two sections of Vhllhﬂlﬂl’ﬂtm gbm a
foreheads, leave one guessing, in vain, thoir etymological bunp "‘";'

To the mere strickler in wurdl, tl:u: might sound strange, if not 0!

and yaet, lhtuugh sheer usage, p has ‘become too fundamontal to bo fd.‘j
Leaying it aside, for the pum\pﬁﬁ"ﬁi would indeed be pmﬂmhlu toaxun z ,‘, w i
exaotly “lhennagharya Bnmprl.alym connotes and’ who, mlhll ' '}
known as ‘Thennacharyas'. Blf‘ P, B. A, Swami, more knu]ﬂe ww
painstaking, than whom nona, s pvatlablo in our midss, Las thro'nrn

light on this, from time to nma. nnd has once nore nuusud the I lon |
of his numerous readers on :h:a. in the 97th discourse of 'his’ "UPH:I 58
Satadvayam", reinforced, in g:utar depth, in **Vaidhika' Manoha

just published. 1 S Mot sl PR e

' The expression *Thahhuharyn is not to be con oun’dndurefanii:g{.i
t any of the current — day ' VaiSbnavites or the ‘Thenkalais'. "Ad'a'mattér’
ﬂf fact, it ref ers lnaml y to the*“Pour#ac!m.r} as’ = 'I'.ha nncmnt prane'ptaria stioki! |
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as Nathamuni gal, Alavandar and other Srivhlahinava Achdrfas.” While appros.
- ohing the Anhum of sage Agastya, Sri Rama spoke to Ll.hhmn, as follows:—

3w o

' Dlhhint dthknta yena saranya punyskarmana . ( pﬂ@ Hé ampr
Cup sravur yarusivey). Again, in 'Pirumal Thirumozhi ' Sri Kulase-
khara Azhvar bas riverently alluded to Agt&yl.. the great progemitor of the
 Tamil langtage as ** Vandamizh Mamuni ' iwhile Vedanta Desika bas said in
glowing terms in’his Dramidopanishad Tatparyac Ratnavali’, that the Tamil
" language which beamed forth from Agastya came to be soquired and handled
by the .Great Saints. All the Sri Vaishnava Aul,uryn, who .drank deep of the
n&ehrfua Jhymas 'of the Azhvars would, thus - be . eligible to be dignified ns
; 'Thonnluhnryu as contra'- dntmgmahed from the Smarthas and Madhvas,,
~ who,were not conversant with the Divya Pnh&gdhtmn 80 than, there need
b! no llm:lbt.llnganng in anybody's mind whaether Srl Vadtnta Desika, who
lhﬂni ‘in $he. Vaishnavite . firmament 600, ysars: agotin all splendour, came.
under & different section or group ountside the.ken and compass uf the glorious,
" galaxy, of tha *Thennacharyars . w OOy . : o

eily 1o b 'That’ Sri Vedania Desika twas” I&'h much a ‘Thénnacharya’ as any'
4 oﬂm' mhmpomnmm Vaishnava Ackarya ss amply borne ont by the fact’'
that ¢ ﬁrﬁfmm his oton extra-ordinaty 'devdlion lo the Divya Prabandham,'
ehic ‘he has Imh ensirined and worshipped ‘' the temples, at several pilgrim’
cmlf#l héving 1ie Thennacharyas as theit age-long votaries.” The pundram’
[cm-fﬁark} wo=i on the relalive idol in'all such temples including the one
Yo in 'the temple at his &:rﬂlﬁldc; is the same as ﬂ‘u one worn by Hu ‘Thenna-
Vi r-'wn' (viz) ‘Thenkalai’. (o

U‘qtmdl:ed mtltgnance on the part of n Iu;. ‘here and there, manifesting in
ﬂn&.luﬁ designs on the temple at the b:rt'hplaau of Sri Desika, at Br:ranmm

;lp "; ;%#ﬁal:'o, nimed at changing the caste. r‘k on Desika’s idol as well as,
: "E':u le ﬂﬂl, was sternly dealt with . under the law, as.it should be. Tha

p ru desires and unrealised nmbttlnnl. gu:.rleﬂ on by the injured pride
e m ud'ﬂnturnrs however, led to thl%z setting up during the Jast 100
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', tﬁ-lﬁ*ﬂana pﬁn less separate shrines for udlnta Desika with ‘Vadakalai’
}ﬂlgh-r-:mirk in private dwu!hngs. estates nh‘:. nutsnh the precincts of the
N

% n&%n? tum"p o8, where, in the eyes of the lnr !uch an act would be sacrilege.

E . It may be mentioned, in this connection, that Thirukachi Nambigal,
n,though of Non- Brahmin origin, is worshipped in Sri Vaishwavite temples
"h;u parywith other. Poorva Acharyas. Some; of his shrines .are also_ in the;
mapagement. and full control of Saivites w_hqrtrnm their origin to Thwukno}u

"Nambigal. But they have not taken it into their heads to convert the jdols of
i gt [
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Thirakachi Nambigal according’€d'sheir own creed, with Vibuthi(holyash);etéo

smeared on the forahead, but'have'seen to his worship' acoording 'to his Vajshat

navite creed itself. ' How noble would it be if the Vadakalais pmulate th'e same
example in the case of Sri- Vedant& Desika also. Fasdr'l atfad? e boa

That (1) Sri Vedanta Desika lived in great amity with the contempor-
aneous Acharyas and made 'the fullest use of the kaowledge .imparted’
through the worke of the senmiors, like Nanjeoyar, Periavacchanpillai
eto., .2) the tenets being studiously singled out by a section of
the Vaishnavites as stamping out their separate identity, were not
actually subsoribed to by Vedanta Desika aud (3) the cnly authentio life-
history of Vedanta Desika is the *Acharya-Champu’, all others being garbled
versions. spurious interpolations etc., maﬁuiuuslf engiieered by. a few
innovators, have been succinotly brought out by Sri P. B. A, Swami,in_ his,
numerous works during the Jast.forty, odd yearsa He woulc still nos be. tired,
of presenting these favts over. and over again until the desi:ed objective, vix.,,
reconsolidation of the rank and file. of Vaishnavites under the common aegin.
of :Sri Ramanuja Darsavam’, isachieved. Those who mipht be inm & wein,
to dub this us gn utopian dream will.do well to realise that .1l that is needed,
is the dawn of tha requisite meagpre of intellcctual honesty yhich would help,
tear off all ill-conceived notions and prejudices and sce thin ;% in their proper,

perspective, with the aid of the.many solvents dispeised by P, B, A:Swamy,

unrewmittingly, This, howeyer, seams to bo & far cry judgirg from the, trend,
of events during the Jast I:undro_djjjgn and the feverish act.vities now apace,
in connection with the celobration of the ensuing 701st birch anniversary, of
Sri Vedsuta Desikar, with ln‘qﬁﬁ;}lknblu tinge of fanaticis1a.. : % yy tars
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. 1t may be mentioved, in thisicontext for the benefit of those who, poiot,

the accusing finger at.the ‘Thankalais’ for not reciting in “Leir temples. the
‘ Desika Prabandhas’ and ory down: their devotion to Desilar, that there is.

hardly any pointin it. Ab inilio'ﬁbdaru is nothing like ¢ Desik+ Prabandbas’, a8

Sri Desikar did nos bring out n.fagp.;snn prabandbam, a8 sucl... In hisesoteric)

works sueh as ‘ Ssmpradaya Parigu
songs at the beginning, the middleand the end. ‘I'hese songs forming an integral,
part of the respective works do nokand cannot constitute séparate prabandhas,
Curiously, however, these songs have been culled ont and styled collectively

dhi’, there are. slokas as well as Tamil

as_‘ Desika Prabandhas ' and individually ss *Awritasswadini’,;*Amrita-

ranjani’ and 80 on, in'recent times,:on & piece with several other. .innovations.
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What is worse,, certain pieces such a8, Adaikkalappath®’ eomposed by others

have also been palmed off as “Desika Prabandhas ' and smuggled in. »Even
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nlhtﬂl’!n. /it has to "be noted th-t-.e-thmh'.!'h-nhhw do.nok revite). iv H e
temples; all the -compositions of the 4:Boorvachsaryas’s for sxamplog. ‘{Gaax :
Baram-'/‘and ¢ Prameya Saram’ composed by Arnlals Poernmal, Embarumsnag

- and the ‘ Ashta Prabandhas’ of Divya Kavi Pillai Pernmal ayyangar. i «lam j‘-,
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