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FOREWORD

- [ Sri V. Bhashyam Aiyangar, M. L. C. ]

The ga’désa (loving command) has come from the
-revered author of this explanatory commentary on Veihe-
raia Vimsathi, Sriman Ubhava Vedania Praveena
- A- V. Gopalacharya Swami, himself, that I should write
a foreword for it. As I regard the a'de€sa as an anuéraha

(blessing) I shall not refer to my icompetence “for the
task assigned to me.

Veihiraja Vimsati is a short stotra (prayer) of 20
Slokas in Sanskrit addressed to Sri Ramanuja, who is
known as Yethiraja (King of ascetics), by Sri- Varavara,
muni, more popularly known as Manavala, Mamuni. Tt is

very well known and held in great esteem among the
vaishanavas. | '

Three factors generally go to make up the importance
and sanctity of a stotra.  They are: (1) The status and
authority of the stutah, i e., the person prayed to; (2) The
natnre and character of the stota, i. e., the person who
composes the prayer and  (8) The substance and merits
of the prayer itself. In the case of the Yethiraja Vimsati

all these three fadtors combine together and make it an
excellent and ideal stotra.

Taking the fipst factor, Sri Ramanuja, to whom this
stotra is addressed, is regarded as an Utiaraka Acharya,
that is, one of those special messengers of God who are
sent for the spiritual regenmeration of this world with full
authority and power to redeem and grant salvation to all.
- This claim is fully borne out by all that he preached and
taught and did here. It is not possible to give an accou-
nt here of his greatness at any length. But one impor -
tant fact may be mentioned. He had direct communion
with Sri Ranganatha, the Lord of Lords, lying in Archa
form at Srirangam and secured his grace not only for
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himself but for all his adherents. Dedication to Ramanuja
~ 1s, therefore, all that is needed, for a person who wants
to get rid of his sins and attain the feet of God (see slo-
kas 17 and 18 of this stotra). A stofra addressed %o such

an Acharya clearly deservs to have the highest value
attached to it.

Secondly, the author of the stotra, Sri Manavala
Mamuni, is an exemplarily pure, noble and sincere soul
whose 8nana (knowledge), bhakfi (devotion; and Vaipagva
(renunciatian) are unsurpassed. So great indeed in the said
attributes was this Acharya, that Lord Ranganatha Him -
self regularly attended his exposition of Satakopa’s Thiru-
vaimozhi day-after day in the big hall of His Temple at
Srirangam, for a whole year and glorified him on the con-
cluding day by giving out the famous Tahian (extollation)
beginning with Spj Sailesa Daya Pathram, in the garb
of a young boy  Sri Manavala Mamuni was one of the
greabest scholars in Sanskrit as well as Tamil but so exceeding
was his love and attachment for the sweet language of Sata -
kopa, that he vowed not to compose any literary work
except in Tamil.  And so it happens, that while there
are numerous excellent works of his in Tamil (Prose as
well as Poetry) there is only this tiny stotra of but 20 slo -
kas in Sanskrit, even for which he is said to have taken
the special permission of his immediate Guru, Sri Mana-
vala Mamuni attained so much eminence by his knowledge,
humility and devotion to Sri Ramanuja, that he was not
merely known as Yeteendra Pravana but came to be re - .
garded as a reincarnation‘of Sri Ramanuja himself. The

Stotra made by such an Acharya must command our high-
est faith,

And lastly, the merits of the stotra. Tt is g mosb
earnest and humble appeal to Sri Ramanuja to do away

®
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with our arrogance and pride, to wipe out our sins and
bestow frue knowledge and to make us the servents of his
servants of the last degree. = The stotra contains all the
essential tenets and doctrines of vaishnavism in a nutshell
in prayerform and is ideal for daily and constant re -
petition. There is a prior stofra of Sri Vedanta Desika
known as Yethiraja Saptati in honour of the great Acharya.
‘We must take care not to make any captious comparison
between these two stotras. The difference in the purpose
and object of the two stotras is well pointed out by the
learned commentator in his gvatarika (introduction) it -
self, where with his profound knowledge of the three Mi-
mamsas of Karma, Devata and Brahma, he also illumi-
natingly explains why this stotra was composed in 20 Slo-
kas and the earlier one in 74 slokas. For my part, I read
the two stotras as supplementary to each other. The high
- flowing and majestic Saptati thrills me with the greatness
of Sri Ramanuja; the mellifluous and apaealing Vimsati
moves me to place myself completely in his grace. The
slokas of the Vimsati which, by the way, let out the author’s
partiality for Tamil, by the initial rhyme of their lines,
are remarkable for their neatness and conciseness as well
as for their simplicity, easy flow and transparency of
thought. The stotra is a model of how the most difficult
thoughts may be expressed in brief and easy language-

Sri. A. V. Gopalacharya Swami has done a signal
service to the Vaishnavite world by writing this explana-
tory commentary on a stotra of the above Importance
and value. His masterful and ripe scholarship in both
the Sanskrit and the Tamil Vedanta and in Vaishna
vic Sampradaya is well known to all who are interes-
ted in these subjects. It is marvellous indeed that with
his other preoccupations as a leading and busy legal

\
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practitioner he was able to acquire such great scholar-
ship in the said subjects and write so many books and
articles on them. He has already written valuable
commentaries on most of the important stotras of Sri
Vedanta Desika and other Acharyas. This commentary,
if T may say so with respect, seems to excel them.
He has been ill for a pretty long time now. I believe
that a great portion if not the whole. of this commen-
tary was dictated by him out of his unaided and won-
derful memory from his sick bed. How it reminds me of
the supreme knowledge given out by old Bhishma from his
saratapia (bed of arrows) to Yudhistira at the end
of the Kurukshetra war!l The swami continues to be
il and in bed. * But the illness simply waits on him.
It does not affect the spiritual vigour of his mind or
speech. Bhishma was compared to ash covered embers
when he lay on the saratalpa and that comparison may,
1t seems to me, be also extended to our swami in his
present physical condition. |

The commentary will amply repay study. It is not a
mere literary work but an Apubhava Srantham (book
to enjoy). The commentator has dived deep into the
stotra and brought out the full implications and signifi-
cance of each and every word and phrase in it. The
sources, parallels and analogies given by him for the
ideas in the text are exceedingly interesting and enjoy-
able and they bear evidence to the wonderful scholar -
ship and memory of the Swami.

It is upto all true Vaishnavas to study this com-
mentary and profit by it. Let us all also pray that
the Swami may be vouchsafed to us in spiritual vigour
for many more years yet! '

Bhashyakara Dasa.
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