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A Towering Spiritual Persanality

Sri P.B. Annangaracharya Swami is a tower-
ing personality in the spiritual world of to-day.
When he sits to lecture to congregations, one is
reminded of the famous stanza of Sri Vedanta
Desikar regarding Sri Ramanuja in his Yathi-
raja Sapthathi—<Upaveethinam Oordhwa Pun-
dravantham” ete. When he begins to expound
Sri Bhashya or any other concept of obtruse Sri
Vaishnava Siddhanta in his own masterly and
inimitable style, our mind goes back to 1,000
years when the great Acharya of the Siddhanta
similarly acted in furtherance of the Mission
of his Life. When we hear his torrential eloqu-
ence, keeping the audience spellbound for hours
together, our mind again goes back to 500-600
years when the great disciple of the great
Master, namely, Sri Manavalamamuni, is stated
to have kept thousands of people in earnest
attention and enthusiastic raptures over long
periods. The style of Sri Annangracharya and
his method of exposition are forceful, clear,
majestic, logical and appealing alike to the
head and the heart- His knowledge of Ubhaya-~
vedanta is very deep and in his lectures quota~
tions from both Sanskrit and Tamil scriptures
flow with astonishing facility. I can say with-
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out the fear of contradication that he is by far-
the most powerful and eloquent exponent of
Sri Vaishnava Siddhanta during modern times.

With all that, his catholicity is something
admirable. Though he is a strict follower of
Tennacharya Sampradayam, he is one of the
greatest admirers of Sri Vedantha Desikar and
never fails to quote him in his lectures and ex
positions. for the resurrection of Sri Vedanta
Desikar’s writings, no man has rendered greater
service than he by the publication of the comp-
lete works of the great Master. Not only that,
while strong in his eonvictions of Visishtadwai-
ta, his intellect is broad .enough to accommo-
date the other two systems of philosophy,
namely Adwaita and Dwaita. Sri P. B. Annan-
garacharya, as Sri Vedanta Desikar has shown
himself to be in his works like Satha Dhushani,
is a strong contraversialist. But he will enter
into a eontraversy only on important matters
and  again only when absolutely necessary.
On such occasions he is never afraid to be hit
hard nor does he hesitate to hit back with
vigour and persistency and with arguments
which will never fail to convince and carry the
world with him as is evident in the recent con-
traversy over Paranda Rahasyam. But he is
essentially a man of ] peace and a lover of unity
and concord. It was ‘Wwith extreme delight that
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1 heard him expounding the other day in New
Delhi that Visishtadwaita was capable of sitt-
ing in the centre with its one arm round the
neck of Adwaita and the other round that of
Dwaita and embracing both in perfect concord
and happiness.

His literary contribution is prodigious and
monumental. I have seen him working at this
age of his life for more than 18 hours a day—
writing, writing, writing, or speaking, lecturing
and expounding. His Annotation of Tiruvoi-
mozhi is an outstanding contribution which has
been mainly instrumental in spreading the
gospel of the Alwars far and wide amongst the
lay public. His other works are also equally
valuable. It would be no exaggeration to say
that by his untiring efforts Visishtadwaita
literature has been resurrected, popularized
and made to live for eternity in the form of
printed books.

All devotees of this great personality like
my humble self should join in praying to
Sriman Narayana to grant long life and robust
health to Sri Annangaracharya so that he can
continue to serve the cause of Visishtadwaita
with the same amount of zeal and enthusiasm
with which he has served it during the last
40 years. '

10, Asoka Road, S.R. S. RAGHAVAN,
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