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r"“; Srirangam is one of the holiest of Vaishnava temples j‘
52 in South India. Sanctified by traditions, legends and associ- B
‘E ated with the names of Vaishnava saints and acharyas, the %
2 Srirangam temple occupies an important place in the galaxy | :
¢ of South Indian shrines. With an enormous temple complex
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¥

occupying sizeable part of the tpwn with numerous axial
and peristylar adjuncts, all enclosed by a series of imposing
08 walls which are again crowned by huge towers dominating
i - the landscape, the present Srirangam is indeed a veritable
5% temple city. Though most parts of this temple belong to the
#% late Chola and Vijayanagar periods, there are also earlier 3
edifices so much so that it is possible to trace much of the
¢ - history of South Indian architecture by a detailed study. of
{3 this temple. |
} " The Srirangam temple has nearly 664 inscriptions,
€% both stone and copper plate. Most of the stone inscriptions
2  are found on the walls of the temple. They have been briefly
4% reported in the Annual Epigraphical Reports, while the com-
plete texts of some have been published in the volumes en-
titled South Indian Inscriptions.

~ The earliest of the lithic records takes us back on
'groun'ds of their palaecography, to the early Chola Kings
Rajakesarivarman (Aditya I) and Parakesari varman
(Parantaka I). It is noteworthy that we do not find here any
records of the powerful Pallavas who preceded them although
some of them like Simhavishnu are said to have been devout
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3% worshippers of Vishnu, and Gunabhara, identified with

3 Mahendravarman who has left to posterity in the rock-out 2%
78 cave of the Fort-Rock at Trichy the masterly panel of Vishnu %
deplcted'm the form of Anantasayin. ﬁ:‘




