562 £, Bf¥: ¥2hari@h Om

1. Chapter 1

The Saunaka munis request the sage sUta to narrate the mAhdmyam of SrivEmikaTF Sa
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SrI SaunakAdava Ucu@h

Srl vEmkalTESa mAhAtmyam SrinivAsa prasAdataig)h
Sripradam sarvadA sUta dayayA prOktavanasi@h--1-1

The Saunaka munis, who were always interested in hearing the devotional topics,
mentioned to the sage SUta that you already told us the virtues and greatness of the
blessed Lord SrlIvEmkaTE Sa. The great benevolent sage SUta (who was blessed one by
the Lord ndrdyaNa) was the expert in narrating the purdANAs by exposing their intricate
phylosophic meaning.
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ita(@h param SrinivAsal@h Sripatii@h sarvaSO hi na(@h
katham pritO BavEtsadvO hyaBIshTAni pravarshayEt—1-2

SrinivAsa is the Lord (svAmi) and the shelter (ASrayam) for Srllakshmi, brahma, rudra
and other dFvAs as well as to us. What is the reason that He is so happy and content and
yet He redeems all our boons and gives us bliss? Can you tell us the eminence
(mAhAtmyam) of such a kind hearted Lord?
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tadvadasva kR NpApUrNa vEmkaTESa athAmR Nitam
Bagavan sarvatattvaj~na davApAtram vayam tavae—I-3

You are a great mystic philosopher, person of immense knoweldge, compassionate and
great saint. We deserve your compassion and so please once again narrate the eminence
(mAhAtmyam) of the Lord by which we will obtain the endless bliss (mudkti).

The above three SIOkAs indicate, how the truth seekers (i.e., the Devotees of the Lord)
have to approach the true guru and request him to show them the right path to obtain
mukti.
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Srl sUta uvAca@h

SRMNiNudhvam munayO divyam sAvadhAnatayA tvidam
vathd pRMshTam tathaivAham vakshyAmi vacanam SulBam—1-4

AE munis! T will tell you the divine story of the Lord which you want to hear sincercly
and devotedly in order to get the good will of the Lord. The sUta narrates the omni-
potential omni-presence, omni-science and supreme divine knowledge aspects of the
Lord in the following SIOkAs.
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vEmkal Adrisamam sthAnam bralmAmDE ndsti kimcana
vEmkaTESasamO dEvO na BUWO na Bavishvati —1-5

In the entire universe, there was / is / will be no equivalent place as great as
vEmkaTAcalam. Like the Lord of vivkaTAcalam, who redeems all the sing by chanting
His name, there was /is/ will be, no other equivalent Deity as great as Him.
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adButam cAsya caritam varNitam kitna Sakyatl
tathApi tArakam sarvapApaGram puNyavardhanam —I1-6

The story of the Lord Sriniv4sais so thrilling and great that it cannot be explained by
anybody to think of. (The purdNAs say even brakma cannot dare to explain). Just by
hearing the great story of Srinivdsa, one gets rid of all the sins, gets liberated from the
cycle of births and deaths (mOksham) and also one finds his/her virtuous deeds and acts
embellished.
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suvicitramapUrvArtham dEvarshyAdiBirdvR itam
LOkOttaram mahAScaryam vakshyE sarvArthasiddhidam —1-7

The SrinivAsa story is extraordinarily wonderful. Hence, it is different from others and
meaningful manifold. It is highly appreciated by brakhma and other dEvatas as well by
great sages like n4 rada. The moment one hears the story, it showers on him/her divine
knowledge (way to eternal bliss, the mukti) and hence, it is extremely useful to the world.
It is amazingly great even from brakhma and other dEvatas. It grants all the beneficial
boons which cannot be obtained even by doing yaj~nads and tapas (austerity, meditation,



penance, ete.). Because the story is so powerful and beneficial for obtaining liberation, I
am going to tell you the story elaborately depending on my ability.
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SEshA calll yAnmAhAtmya manyakshEtrE n tat kvacit
tadgata SrinivAsya mahimA nAnyaga@h SuBa@wh —1-8

In the dvAdpara yuga, the popularly known SEshAcalam had earned a great name for its
sanctity and mahima. In the entire universe, no other place has earned such a great name
as SEshAcalam has. SrlnivAsa, who resides in such a divinely precious place, the
SEshAcalm, 1s an embodiment of such supreme mahima which cannot be found
clsewhere.

Even though in other sacred places, the Deities do exhibit mahima and grant boons to the
Balktas, SrinivAsa’s mahima is far superior and commendable (i.e. is the meaning of the
phrase mahimA ndnyaga@h). Because of the extraordinary eminence of the Lord, all the
seven days, all types of special arcanas, and vratams are being performed at the
Srlniv4sa temple. In His presence (i.¢., at the temple), every minute spent is sacred and
auspicious. He is always there for redeeming the Baktas if one invokes Him with sincere
devotion.
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vEdEshu ca purdANEshu vEmkaTESa kathAmR itam
varNitam clitihdslishu BAratAdyAgamEshu ca —1-9

Hence, in all the vEdas, purANAs, itihdsas, Agamas like BAratam (called 5™ vEda), and
also in ancient »4mAvaNam, the sacred story of the Lord Sr/nivAdsa was praised a lot.
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man( haram tu samSrAvya mihAmutrEshT adAyakam
J~nAnapradam viSEshENa mahadaiSvaryakAraNam —1-10

vairdgva BaiktisatvA dipradEmdrivavaSapradAm
vEmkalAdrau SucitkshEtrE(@ 25ucidOshO na vidyatE —1-11

I'will tell you the glorious story of SrlvEmkaTESa which bestows on devotees:
* all the wealth and prosperity needed in running day-to-day life
* knowledge of the Lord needed to attain mOksha



* Sraddha (steadfastness and faith) to pursue the path of liberation

* bliss and happiness to the heart and soul

* detached outlook, righteous behavior to have a control over the senses.

In order to redeem the Baktas, the Lord left the abode vaikumT ham and 1s resident at
vEmkaTAcalam. Hence, the vEmkaTAcalam is such a pure and sacred place that even the
impure and dirty beings or things get sanctified in the place. Just by ndmasmaraNa of the
Lord, every thing or being gets purified as per the vishNusahasra ndmam:

“vsva smaraNa mAtrENa janma samsAra bamdhanAt

vimucyatE namastasmai vishNavE praBavishNavE”™

The same truth was repeatedly mentioned by sUta in his discussion on vEmkaTESa
mAhAtmyam.

According to the North American studies on human behavior, if an idea has to be
absorbed by a human mind, it requires that the idea has to be repeatedly stressed upon at
least six times by a preacher or ateacher in a discussion group. This what exactly sUta
did in stressing the eminence of SrivEmkaTESa.
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tasmA dvEmkaT anAthasya naivEdvam grAhyamuttamam
tEva kshEmam prajAndm hi viparltE vivaryaya(@h--1-12

The supreme benediction, the prasddam of SrivEmkaTFESa should be received with
utmost respect and devotion for prosperity and health of the individual. Otherwise, one
gets into troubles leading to grief in one’s life.

The prasddam of SrIvEEmkatF.Sa bestows on the individual yoga & kshF-mam:
1) To get something which was not existing carlier (called acquisition--vOgam) ;
2) To safe guard the existing thing is called “keep it going without stumbling blocks™
{(kshEmam).
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kartd hi sR ishTisthitisamyamAdErdhartA rajassatvatamAmsyanarhal@h
anAdyanamtO vacaSA@ 2nirukta@h sadASrayO dEvavarQ varEENya(@h--1-13

For the attributes of life, like existence, well-being, proper guidance, knowledge,
ignorance, entanglement in the relationship, for the ultimate demise as well as for
mOksha (liberation) of the creations in the universe, the Lord plays the significant role.
Depending upon the karma bamdham of the individual, the Lord creates the individual to
go through the sequence of combination of the above attributes , specially customized to
that specific individual (creation).

Even though the Lord is the doer of the above mentioned things as well as the primal
source of the trigulNas, He is not attached to the triguNas and He does not go through the
cycle of birth and deaths like others. The reason being, He is dEvavara: i.e., one who is
the embodiment of supreme knowledge (j-#.4ma svarUpa), eternal bliss and happiness
(Anamda svarUpa) as well as the embodiment of divine glow and splendor (tEjas
svarUpa). Hence, He is called dEvavara (the best of the Deities). There are
severalmeanings of the word dEva (like kriDA, vijigishA, vyavahAra, dyvuti, stuti, mOda,



mada, svapna, kKAmti and gatishu) but only few of them are picked up for basic
understanding.

Such a dEvavara, the Lord SrinivAsa, the lord of all the IOkAs, is praised by the Deities
like brahma, ISvara, ete. and He gives the power and energy to the them and rules over
them. Hence, the Lord SrinivAsa, is the only one worthy of worship and He is the
ultimate shelter (sadASrayam) for everybody.
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nityam brahmA Siva(@h SEsha garuDEmdrAdayO@2mard(@h
pUjavamti mahABaktyA vEmkaTESam Sriva saha —1-14

Deities like brahma, rudra, SEsha, garutmAn Imdra, ete., always worship Srfmivdsa who
is associated with lakshmi. Similarly, laks/mi also worships the Lord Srinivdsa even
though she is always associated with Him as His beloved wife. He is worshipped by all as
He is the most supreme Lord.
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For the living creatures like human beings, He is the supreme teacher of the divine
knowledge. For the creation like trees, ete., He is the motivator and benefactor (i.e.,
karta). For the entire creation, All the time, He is the only direct witness (i.e.,
sAkshiBUtay who knows what the entire creation is doing knowingly or un-knowingly
(good as well as bad). Such Srinivdsa who is the Lord of all the Deities should be
worthy of great esteem, worship and chanting the name by all the creation all the time.

For those, who do not have the ability to do Bajan and pUja, a simple way out is to chant
the Lord’s name and glory.
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tanmanA stadgataprANO BaltyAtanndma samsmark't
e0dAnnaSvamEdhAdhyA@h kanyAdAnAnyasamKyayA—I-16
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asamKyamErusauvarNa dAndnyanyAnyanEkaSaigh
tarmA masmR ityatulyAni mAhAtmyam kimutddButam—I1-17

With steady mind and concentrating all the energy (prANa) on the Lord, as well as
understanding the m4 A4 tmyam of the Lord, one should chant the name and glory of the



Lord with deep devotion. Innumerable gifts like (gift of cows [gOd4nam], gift of
unmarried girls [kanyAddnam to the bride grooms for auspicious marriage] , aSvamEdha
vaj~nas, giving huge heaps of gold as charity) are not at all a match to the chanting of the
Lord’s name and glory. The vishNusahasra ndma stOtram  also establishes this fact
strongly.
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itiSEshieNa kathitam kapilAya mahAdtmank)
kapliAKya mahAyOgi sakASAttu mayA Srutam—1-18

The great sage sUta was saying that the mAhdtmyam of the Lord was told to him by his
guru kapila (one of the avatdras of the Lord hari). The great kapila was in turn told by
the great AdiSEsha, the thousand hooded serpent king, the bed of Sr/ hari.
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taduktam BavatAmadya sadya(@h pritikaram harE(@h

atO vO mamgal Artham ca SR NiNudhvam yanmayOcyatbi—1-19
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis:

Iam going to tell you the glory of the Lord S¥/niv4sa, as heard from my guru kapila
mumni. I will reveal to you from now on the means by which one can obtain the mercy of
the Lord to realize the benefits and His Grace.
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SrIvEmkaTESayAtrdrtham gacCadhvam sudRMDhavratA(@h
vishNusamdarSanam kR tvA BaktimamtO jitEmdriyA@h--1-20

You should go on afoot on a pilgrimage to visit Sr/nivAsa, the Lord with utmost
dedication, devotion and control over your senses. By hearing the glory of the Lord, by
fixing your mind firmly on Him, by chanting the name of Him, control your senses and
pay a visit to see the Lord vEmkaTESa (the one who is within the all the beings and the
one who rules all of us) in vEmkal4calam.
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stOtram kurudhvam bahudhd BagavadguNa varNanai(@h
svaguNOtkarsha vij~ndnddyathd pritirnijll harE@h--1-21

According to the manOdharma (mental make up and ability) and firm devotion, one
should please SrinivAsa, the Lord and praise the virtues of Him.
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na tAdRMNSI pritirasti hyaj~nA nvathd matau
BaltyA stOtrENa samtushT a(@h sarvEshdni pravarshati—1-22

The virtues of Aari are immensely praised in SrlvishNu sUktam and purusha sUktam and
one should accordingly worship the Lord in order to please Him. On the contrary. if one
worships Him, without recognizing His virtues and mAdhdtmyam, the Lord SrlnivAsa will
not be pleased. If only one worships Him with utmost sincerity and devotion, then only
one gets his/her desires fulfilled.
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Balti stOtrAdihinEshu dayApAmgO na sarvathA
Atra va(@h kathayAmIshT amitihdsam purdtanam—1-23

Less blessed are those, who are not devoted and do not offer prayers in praise of the Lord.
In this connection, the great sage sUta narrates an old story to impress the importance of
devotion.
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Yasva smaraNamAtrENa BaktirvishNupadAmbujE
vAyuSishyO dEvaSarmA vishNuBaktO jitEmdriyva@h-1-24
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis:

“Iam going to narrate to you the story of a devoted person, called dEvaSarma, a student
of vAyu dEva. By hearing his story, your mind gets fixed on the Lord SrimnivAsa’s
glorious feet. The person, divaSarma was a strong devotee of Lord SrivishNu (Lord
Srinivdsa is no other than SrivishNu)”.
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tapasvl bahunishT havAn sarvadd vishNueimtanF
mamatdhomkAravarjvO vishavEshu virdgavAn—1-25

The devotee dEvaSarma was always involved deeply in the fapas (austerity, meditation,

penance, etc.) aspects as proclaimed in the vEd4s and Sastr4s. He was always immersed
in thinking of the Lord SrivishNu: ©* The Lord always protects us”. With such a devotion,
he was able to conquer ego, jealousy and attachment.

B’qéoa‘b@&’)aaonﬁ T 0es: 8’1260(‘5‘(&)550(‘%95
5008 & D50 Tédﬁgéaé@*aﬁ) 5 1--1-26

A B E R G R G LER L L T
Ted T ITFRT FTseear=10 3 1 1-26

shaTcCatruvijayl SAmta(@h shaTtaramgasuBamgakR it
kuTumbE na mana@hkAr! dAridryatpIDitO@2pi ca—1-26
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis:

The great devotee dEvaSarma, had managed to overcome anger, desires, greediness, and
jealousy, ego, pride and pomp, as well as attachment (usually called six causes
[arishDvargAs] which makes one very unhappy). He always thought “Happiness and
unhappiness are given by the Lord as per one’s own good or bad deeds (karma)™.

Hence, he cultivated the great qulaity called Samam (patience, perseverance and balanced
attitude towards worldly things in daily life) even though he was extemely poor. There
are six varieties of suffering (called as shaltaramg) in one’s life. They are caused due to
craziness after food and drinks, sorrow, attachment and aging (due to old age) and death.



He managed to get over some of them. He developed a steady mind on the Lord with an
attitude of detached outlook towards his wife, family and worldly things.
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BAnA prArthitO wityam dAridryvApagamFEeC ayA

bO nAtha! hit patle! svAmin! prasida karuNAkaral—1-27

The sincere wife told dEvaSarma O beloved husband! Great person, ever involved in

deep devotion to the God! My kind-hearted husband! Please have pity on us and pay
attention to get rid of the poverty facing our family”™
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keshudhayA pIDit4 bALA stava putrdSca kfvvalam

na SaktA(@ 2hamaraNyEshu kamdamUlArjanAddishu—1-28

“Your children arc starving for want of food. I am incapacitated to go to the forest and
search for potatoes, etc. (kanda mUla), fruits and vegetables™
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rakshakO mama nAnyO(@ 2sti SiSUnAm pAlanE@ 2pi ca
kR pAm kurushva SiSushu vij-nApanamidam SRNNu—1-29

“I do not have any other person as my protector. Nobody else is there to take care of the
children. Please take care of them and pay attention to my words.”
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kulasvAmlIshTa dEvO nO jagadrakshaNadlkshita@h

SaraNAgata samtrANa@h SrinivAsassatdm gati@h--1-30

pAlakO hi bahlUnAm ca BaktAnAm Baktavatsala(@h

tallakshmliIpatipAdAbjam gatvA tatprArthandm kuru—1-31

“Our beloved Lord Srinivd sa is famous as the Protector, the Shelter (SaraNAgati) for the
poor and needy people. He shows compassion towards the devotees and takes care of the
devotees. This fact is well known since ages. Please get hold of the divine feet of the
Lord and pray for His Grace™.




One can dwell on the word SaraNAgati for ever. Several elaborate explanations and
stOtr4s related to the powerful word SaraNAgati are available in the literature dedicated
to spiritualism. However, the word SaraNAgati is explained briefly as:

Thinking that the omni-potent Lord alone is the shelter and protector, one should
surrender himself to the Almighty, the Lord in mind, word and deed (i.c., trikaraNa
Suddhi). This aspect of behavior of an individual is called SaraNAgati. The same thing is
expressed in Bagavadglta-- the Lord kR"ishNa, teold arjuna “sarva dharmAn parityayya
mAmEkam SaraNam vraja”
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tEna pritQ BavEtsadva(@h tatO@ 2smajfivanam BavE't

praslda tvam davAsimdhO dayAm kuru dayAm kuru—1-32

“ By invoking Him as a SaraNAgata, the Lord SrinivAdsa will be pleased and our life will
be prosperous. O kind-hearted husband, have marcy on us, have mercy on us™.
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Iti dainyEna mahatd prarthitO@ 2harniSam tayA
Na svlcakAra tadvAkyam tapOviGnaBavAttadd—1-33
In spite of his wife’s pleading, the devotee disvaSarma did not bother about his family

fearing that his tapas (austerity, meditation, penance, ete.) and pursuit of Atmaj~nAnam
will be disturbed if he starts paying attention to his family problems.
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dishTvA cAdRMNshTapAkEna tadguru rvAyurAgamat

patipratAyAm SiSushu prasanna(@h karuNAnidhi(@h--1-34

Just at that time, dE-vaSarma’s guru vAyu diva appeared before his student. The reasons
might be: The vdyu dEva was either deeply disturbed by the poverty of his student or
very much concerned with the misery (due to poverty) of the devoted wife and children
of his student.

Sometimes, when the time is right to put an end to the miseries of an individual (d4 ridrva
parihAram), the Lord works mysteriously to help him or her. Due to the unperturbed
tscadfast devotion to the Lord vishNw, vAyu dEva might have considered to help him to
get out of the misery caused by poverty.
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tapO@2vasAnE samprAptam svagurum jagatdm gurum
dR"ishTvA mudA dFvaSarnd sahasOttham cAdardt—1-35
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sAshTAmgam tam praNamyAtha baddhAmjalipuTO@ 2BavEt

tatQ vAyu@h prd ha Sishyam madhuram vacanam hitam—1-36

While dEvaSarma was doing the penance, his teacher vA4yu dEva, appeared before him.
The student disvaSarma, immediately prostrated before his guru, worshipped him with
reverence and started looking for his guru’s advice. Pleased very much by his student’s
invocation, v4vu dEva gave much needed and helpful advice to him in a pleasing tone.
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SrimadvEmkal anAthasya yAtrdrtham gacCa mA ciram
tEnEhAmutra tE(@ 2BishTasiddhirBavati nAnyathA(@h—1-37

“My dear student! You must go on a pilgrimage tour to vEmkaTAcalam immediately
without any delay. This trip will not only bring you prosperity and happiness now as well
as in the future (i.e., ihalOka sauKvam in this life and para iOka sauKvam [mOksham)
afterwards). Never have doubts about the outcome of this pilgrimage. Otherwise, your
miseries may not end”.
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lakshmIpatE rdayAsimdhO@h brahmAdivaradAyina@h

yAtrAyAmmAstu samdEhai@h SIGram gacCa suBaktiman—1-38

“The kind-hearted Lord SriviimkaTFSa, is the husband of lakshAmi, the Goddess of

wealth and prosperity. He is the benefactor of the Deities like brafmma and others. Hence,
have faith and dedication and go on this pilgrimage without any more delay™
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Iti dEvAdyttamEna guruNA vAyunErita@h
muthurmulurB OditO(@ 2tha vishNuyAtrAmahAdara(@h—1-39

88 o8 BT S HSHDEg ST° 583

587588 posS (‘i)@’SU"aTSJ 3 @0 éll--1-40
TR STE oA AT T

gw@ﬁ FAAT, RTATH T A | -1-40

gurUktamartham jagrdha guruvAkyE sadA rata(@h
eurUpadliSO balavAn gurQri~nAnam na lamGaykt—1-40
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itvarthamanusamdhA ya pratasthls SEshaparvatam
tatra SrlvEmkaTESasya samdarSanamahAdaral@h—1-41

Thus, preached repeatedly by the famous Deity, the great guru vdyvu diva, dEvaSarma
got inspired very much (even prompted very much by his soul [A#ma]) to undertake the
pilgrimage to vEmkalAcalam with great dedication and devotion.

The Sishya dEvaSarma got convineed by the guru’s words and he did not want to disobey
his guru’s advice. If one obeys his guru sincerely, and follows the guri’s advice, one is
bound to get the utmost benefit out of that advice (even the presence of the Almighty
SrinivA4sa). He is the guru who shows the right path to prosperity (SrEvassu) and wisdom
(j~mnAna) leading to mOksha. The others are not real gurus. Only the real guru can show
the right path of devotion leading to salvation. It is an established fact that one gets
concentration and steadfast faith in the Lord if he or she undergoes proper training from a
real guru and eventually gets blessed by the guru for his or her dedication and devotion
and sincerity. Such a sense of devotion and dedication cannot be obtained by reading
spiritual books and seriptures alone. If one does not get blessed by his or her guru, the
individual will only acquire half-baked knowledge (which is not at all good very often).
Half-baked knowledge will lead one to ignorance, the root cause of ego. Innocence is
better than ignorance.

The devoted dEvaSarma was finally convinced by his guru’s advice and he went on a
pilgrimage to vEmkalAcalam with utmost sincerity, dedication and devotion.
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Anamdaj~nAnadam vishNum AnamdamayaniAmakam

AnamdEni dadarSAtha AnamdanilayAlavE—1-42

Lord Sriniv4sa bestows on an individual worldly happiness (day to day prosperity and
wealth disappear after a while) as well as eternal everlasting bliss (mukti). The Lord is
named as total happiness. The total happiness and the Lord are not two different entities.
They are one and the same. The scriptures describe Him as Anamdamaya svarUpa (i.e.,
The Lord is the embodiment of unboundesd eternal bliss and happiness). Such a Lord is
the only resourceful place (Anamda milayam) for unbounded happiness. Finally
dEvaSarma visited the abode of total happiness vEmkaTacalam where the Anamda
svarUpa SrivEmakTESa resides to bless the devotees on the carth even though the Lord
is the omni-present vishNu.
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viharamtam SridharAByAm nAnAlllAvilAsinam

BalktadarSanamAtricNa prasannam mamdahAsinam
SrivEmkaTESam samdR™NshTvA BaktyA cakrE(@2tha samstutim—1-43

In vEmkaTAcalam, dEvaSarma saw the Lord SrivEmkalESa with his two amorous wives
SrldEvi and BUdEvi. The moment, the Lord sees His devotees, His ever smiling face
glows with compassionate looks. After seeing the Lord, disvaSarma devotedly prayed.
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atha dEvaSarmalR"itA stuti@h
dEvaSarmOvAca@h
dayvAnidhly davAnidhE dayAnidhF dayAnidhly
namQOnamQ namOnamQ namOnamO namOnama(@h--1-44
After seeing the Lord, dEvaSarma devotedly prayed thus:
“O kind-hearted Lord who can destroy all demonic thoughts of an individual, who can
bestow eternal bliss, who can redeem an individual from p4pa (bad deeds) and who can
bestow the boons for the devotees! My salutations to you, my salutations to you, my
salutations to you!!!.”
The word dayAnidhE has several meanings. A brief summary of the meanings is provided
here as I donot want to overwhelm the readers with detailed Sanskrit explanations:

1) place for compassion; 2) destroyer of demonic thoughts; 3) one who redeems

from bad deeds (pApa); 3) bestower of eternal bliss ; 4) who grants all the boons.

The devotee dEvaSarma prayed to the Lord (the following s/Ok4s can be used for daily
pArdyaNa (prayer) to get blessed by the Lord SrivEmkaTESa):
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SripadmanABapadmESa padmajESEmdravamdital@h
padmamAlin padmanEtra padmABayvadarAriBRMNit—1-45

O Lord! You are the one who has a lotus in your naval the birth place of brafma.

You are the lord of Goddess lakshmi Y ou are prayed by brahma, rudra, di-vEmdra and
other Deities. You are the person who has the garland of lotus flowers hanging from vou
neck to feet. You are the lotus eyed person. Y ou have four hands: SamKam, cakra, lotus
in three of your hands and the fourth hand is always ready to bless the devotees (aBaya
hasta).

The popular saying is: *“ Goddess lakshmi, being the servant of the Lord was in the form
of water and from the Lord’s naval, a beautiful golden lotus blossomed from which
brahma was born.”
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padmapANE padmapAda sarvahR™itpadmas amsthitai@)h

tvatpA dapadmayugal.am praNamAmyatisumdaram-1-46

You have the most tender and handsome hands like the lotus flower. You have the feet
like lotus. Y ou reside at the lotus flowers like hearts of the people. O Lord! I pray with
sincere devotion to Y our handsome lotus feet.

According to the scriptures, the Lord’s right foot is called “su” (represents j~n4dna
svarUpa) and the left foot is called “var” (represents A namda svarUpa). Hence, one
should worship both the feet in order to obtain mOksha, (the cumulative effect of
worshipping both the feet). One gets blessed a lot, even if one understands a little bit of
the benefit of worshipping the beauty of the Lord’s feet.
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gahanE gAhamAnA@ 2Budanamta SrutyagO carkl

O Lord! The greatness of your lotus feet is awesome. During the vdmana avatdra, with
Your mighty feet, you occupied the fourteen worlds (caturdaSa Buvands) and delivered
the ganga water by ripping the universe. The grandeur of your feet is eternal, pervading




the entire universe, and unabated supremacy. Even the edge of the nail of the smallest
finger of Y our foot shines like a diamond displaying exhilarating special features (i.¢.,
this is a metaphoric way of expressing that nobody can comprehend even a very .. very
tiny bit of His mA h4tmyam). Description of each of these special features is extremely
difficult even to the Goddess /akshmi, who is all the time sincere, devotional and full of
wisdom. The Goddess lakshmi finds herself unable to comprehend the grandeur of Your
lotus feet which cannot be even fully revealed by the vEdAs and Sastrds. She finally
gives up and with inquisitive mind starts praying eagerly and happily to Y our lotus feet.

The scriptures say “The past, present and future, sativa, rAjO and tapo gulNAs, trilokAds,
dEva mAnava, ddnava jAtis, cEtana, acKtana as well as the combinations of them are all

occupied by His feet™.
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tvayOpadishTO ya(@h putravAtsalyad ccaturdnana(@h—1-49
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tvadguNAnam ca gaNavAn Anamdamatulam Bajan

nAdvApi virard mAdsau gaNandddEvard Dapi-1-50

With all fatherly love, You taught brahma Y our mahima. The best of the Deities, the four
faced brahma could not even comprehend the special virtues of the edge of the nail of
Your smallest finger of Your lotus foot (i.e., not even atiny bit of Your md Adtmayam)

and he started praising the great virtues of You with full gusto and joy.
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sahasravadana@h SEshO@2SEsha vEdArthakOvida(@h

nAham jAnE iti brUtA yannaKAgravaiBavam—1-51

The AdiSEsha, the thousand hooded serpent king, the bed for Sr/vishNu, who has
complete knowledge of the vE'dds with the meaning, who always watches Y ou with
thousand hoods, is unable to comprehend the special virtues of the edge of the nail of
Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., not even a tiny bit of Your mAhdtmayam).
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anamtavEdA@h BAshamtE hyanyvO(@ 2nyvam pravicArya ca-1-52

The Deities who know all the v/ d4s with meaning, do not comprehend Your Grace and
Virtues and hence, they cannot even understand the special virtues of the edge of the nail
of Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., not even a tiny bit of Y our mAhd tmayam).
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Ekai kasminnadhikArE niyuktd@h Ekai kaSO brahmapUrvASca vishNO
sarvE dEVA@h svAdhikArE niyuktA@h satyAdilOkEshu yathAkramENa(@h—1-53




The Deities like brafima and others were appointed by Y ou in order to undertake their
duties. They are enjoying their power with pomp and joy in Satya [Oka, svarga [Okaq,
sUrya lOka camdra [Oka, .. ete., with Your Grace.
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Bajamti cEshTAwni mahAdarENa Bajamti SeshA calagam ramESam

vayam tvanamtd hariNA nivuktd vEdA@h stutau svasya guNAnuBAvam-1-54

Even though the Deities like brasma and others, are enjoying their power with pomp and
joy in various {OkAs, they worship You, the resident of SEshAcalam, the husband of the
Goddess lakshmi, with utmost sincerity and devotion. They always think “We are able to
hold our position and status for ever only due to Your immense Grace and mA Ad tmvam.
We, who happen to create vEdAs and know the meaning of vEdAs ( because of You), are
the appointees of You to praise Your Eminence only™.
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gulNAstvanamtA@h paramAtmanO yat padOnaKAgrastha guNaikadESam
stutau militvA vayamapyaSaktA(@h vEdA stvanamtdjanitdstadartham—I1-55

The Deitics like brafma and others always think ““ Because Your virtues are eternal, we
and the viid4s are also eternal (due to Your Grace). We, as a group cannot dare to
describe Y our infinitely huge mA4hdtmyam. We may be able to do so to some extent, the
special virtues of the edge of the nail of Y our smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., a tiny bit
of Your mAhdtmyam). May be we are existing to describe a small fraction of Your
Eminence”.
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Evam suniScitya guNatkadlESa mAhAtmyamE tE tvavijAnamAnA@h

Upa (upa) krdntd(@h stOtumathO guNaika dESO@ 2pyanamtAtmayA@ 2B ivR"iddha(@ h
Even the special virtues of the edge of the nail of Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.c.,
atiny bit of Your mA4hdtmyam) is found to be growing unabated and it is getting difficult
for proper praise and appreciation even for the vEdA4s and the Deities. Knowing their
limits, they are trying to describe Your Eminence in a small way as per their capabilities.
If that is the case, is there any one who can really describe Your Emlnence completely?
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tam vikshya tEnyO(@ 2nyal@2mathOcurEkam guNam vadd mO visRMNjAmaSEshAn
A rEBirE pUrvavadEva tE(@ 2pi guNA hyanamtA@h PaladAstvAvR MNtASca—1-57

Because the special virtues of the edge of the nail of Your smallest finger of Your foot
(i.e., a tiny bit of Your mAhAtmyam) is found to be growing unabated, the Deities, the
lovers of the vFdds, in consultation with each other, decided to describe the tiny bit of
mAhAtmyam as per their limitations. As a consequence, each special virtue started
growing unbounded as usual yiclding fruitful results.




The popular saying is “If one starts describing the Lord’s virtues, slowly he or she gets
to know the omni-potential omni-presence, omni-science and supreme divine knowledge
aspects (by His Grace). In result, one finds himself or herself at aloss to describe His
Eminence™.
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guNAisamamtAt SuBadairanamtai(@h pratEkaSaia) h kiraNAnlva pUshNal@h

vidiksu dikshUrdhvamadhyaSca dEvA@h dR™shTvA guNAnadButd nityavOcan-1-58

It is amazing to see that Your special virtues are so supreme, powerful, penetrating and
omni-present every where that they even surpass the sun’s rays which spread all over the
universe. Those who know the vEdds, the vEdds and the Deities talk amongst
themselves” The Lord’s virtues penetrate all the fourteen worlds (Sun’s rays are limited
in that sense.) Each of His virtues is not only growing in all dimensions unabated and
spreading all over without any exemptlon but also providing prosperity everywhere™.
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drashTum SrOtum klrtitum vA(@2pi bOddhum aSakyam n(@h kimuta stOtumEtdn
asmAnatitdn vayamalpasArA(@h kim varNayAmO@2lamalam praSamsayA—1-59

Those who know the vFdds, the v/d4s and the Deities talk amongst themselves “We are
unable comprehend His virtues as we are unable to sce, hear and describe them. It is
beyond our limits to describe His virtues with our constrained knowledge due to our
limited talents. So we better stop describing His virtues. Hence, let us start praising His
virtues”.
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ityuktavamtal@h svamanO@ 2nusArAt guNAnEtAn varNayAmAsu ramjasA

tathA(@2pi tE pAdanaKAgrEshu guNEshvanamtEshu viBAjitasya-1-60
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gulNAikadESasya guNaikadESal@h pravarNitO@ 2mSA bahavO na varNitd{@h
Evam mmA%Z hipavEdamuKyA@h Saktd ndsan varNanE tvadguNandm—I1-61
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yatsamastaguNAmvishNO@h varNanll SaktivarNitA(@h
anamtavEdAstadB Uman guNamAhAtmyamIdR™iSam-1-62




Those who know the vFdds, the vid4s and the Deities started again praising with
devotion and sincerity one of the unabated special virtues of the edge of the nail of His
smallest finger of His foot —that too a very .. very tiny bit of His mA4hdtmyam. Even
then, they find it very..very difficult. The Goddess lakshmi, brahma, rudra, AdiSEsha and
the lovers of vEdAs are also similarly unable to fully describe you properly. If that is the
case who will dare to do so?

Thus, the first chapter describes the eminence of the Lord’s lotus feet as praised by the
devotee dEvaSarma.



