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16, Peyalwar Koil Street, Triplicane, Chennai 600 005.
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SN (PSHe0 STeV Cammiold, THaTUBS6TLD, LUOISTD FT& 5560
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Q{manerls Qumiorm LT sHSHComd. QsrimL&a - 9444144671 (WhatsApp only) @bs

2 SenausSH@ BTCETL_Gaer SDESEMTL aUBIES SanTdhdld ClFasgeumd:

Sri Sasraswathi Bhandaram Committee

Qndian Bank Triplicane Brach S.B. A/c N0.848266445 IFS Code: IDIBO00TO55)
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SRI BHAGAWAT RAMANUIA SIDDANTHA PRACHAR SABHA (Regd.)

(301. RNA Park View. Road No. 4. CHEMBUR. MUMBAI - 400071) CONTACT NOS. 9865441127 / 9821013274

A

Srimathe Ramanujaya Namaha Sri Varavara Munaye Namaha

RAMANUJA DASOHAM
uhymoThixy HTGavTEDID
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SRIBHAGAWATRAMANUJSIDDANTHAPRACHAR SABHA (Regd.)

(Regn No.: 798 dated 23.05.2003under Societies Regn. Act, 1860 & FR-25901dated 16.10.2003 under Bombay Public
Trust Act 1950)

Regd. Off.: 301, RNA Park View, Road No. 4, Opp. Gandhi Maidan, Chembur, Mumbai-400071. Mob.:98210 13274
Portal: https://www.mumbairamanujasabha.org
Patron Saints
Sri Vanamamalai H H Sri Madhurakavi Ramanuja Jeer Swamigal
Sri Tirupathi H H Periya Kovil Kelvi Appan Jeer Swamigal &
H H Siriya Kovil Kelvi Appan Jeer Swamigal

Managing Committee
President
Sri P Sundararajan
Vice President Hon. Gen. Secretary Hon. Treasurer
Sri S Ramanujam Sri P V Kulasekhar Sri P Srinivasan
Members
Sri R Raghavan Sri S Seshadri (Mulund) Sri K S Ravi Sri S Raghunathan
Sri S Ramesh Sri P Thiruvengadam Sri S Raghavan Sri AP Kannan
Sri P S Ramanujam Sri M P Govindarajan Sri V Suresh Kumar Sri R Ramachandran
Sri (Dr) K Raghuraman  Sri S Vijayaraghavan Sri R Sundararajan Sri Santhanam Chari
Sri Balaji Kannan
Hon. Advisors
Sri S Pattabhiraman Sri S Sadagopan Sri R G Rajan
Internal Auditor
Sri C Rajagopalan

OURMOTTO : SERVICE TO HUMANITY IS SERVICE TO GOD
ALLARE WELCOME TO JOIN SRIRAMANUIJA FAMILY
SABHA MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
1. Life Membership Rs. 1010/~  (One time payment)
2. Patron Family Membership Rs. 15010/-  (One time payment)
Our Bank details For payment of Membership Fee or any Donation :
State Bank of India, Chembur Branch, Mumbai — 400071
A/c Name: “SRIBHAGAWAT RAMANUIJA SIDDANTHA PRACHAR SABHA”
SB A/c No.: 10339724389 —IFSC : SBIN 0000533

Email: mumbairamanujasabha@gmail.com

website: https://www.mumbairamanujasabha.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ramanujasabha.mumbai.5
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjK5Kx25iySU8vUH0Jzn0Gw
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Sri Yamunacharya’s Stotraratna

(This is being extracted from a book of same name, written by Dr. M S RAJAJEE and
published by Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, Tirupati in 2001.) (This is in continuation of
Part - 6 published in the Ani issue of 'Ramanuja Dasoham'.)

TAfEAFATme: WYEd: CRIheds@wanrad: |

TRIaauateEREe:  feomn afaadisy 14311

Hataakhila klesa malaih svabhaavatah tvad aanukoolyaikarasaih tavochitaih |

Grheeta tat-tat-parichaara saadhanaih nishevyamaanam sachivaih yathochitam ||43||

You are attended on by a host of Nityasuris, who by their nature are untainted by afflictions
and blemishes and who by their singular devotion are fully equipped to serve you in the most
appropriate manner and are best suited to attend on you (when will I be able to serve you and be
blessed?).

In the previous slokas Ananta, Garuda and Vishvaksena had been hymned. Alavandar
now eulogises the Nityasuris - those who are always attending on the Lord at Vaikuntham. These
people are not contaminated by afflictions - attractions and repulsive things, caused by and
through worldly contacts. They seek pleasure only by and in serving the Lord. Yamuna seeks the
Lord, who is attended on by this retinue.

These Nityasuris are singularly (ekarasaih) devoted to serving the Lord (tvat anukulya).
They are fully equipped for serving the Lord (tattat parichara sadhanah). "Equipped" here should
be interpreted to mean that they have the fan, the whisk etc., for offering service to the Lord.

FAYE ARG AHILEAT  qrefaaryeadr |

guTUE fraufeeTear Wewad  Afest WIS, 1441

Apoorva naanaarasa bhaava nirbhara prabhuddayaa mugdha vidagdha leelayaa |
Kshanaanuvat kshiptaraadi kaalayaa praharshayantam mahimsheem mahaabhujam ||44||

You, who are of long arms, exhilarate Sri with lovely and skilful sport, which consists of
diverse and new sentiments and emotions as to make aeons of time pass quickly, like brief
moments.

In slokas 37, 38 and part of 39, the reference was to Sri alone. In this sloka, Alavandar
1s hymning the Lord sporting with Sri. In a sense, this sloka is complementary to sloka (38). In
Sloka (38), it was mentioned that the Lord enjoys the bliss of perpetual communion with Sri and
that Sri surprises the Lord with her ever fresh attributes. In this sloka, the reference is to the
"leela" (plays) of the Lord. They are fresh and many ("apoorva" and "nana"). They are to make
the Queen ("mahishim") the goddess, in this case, happy. What is the duration of these "leelas"?
Two words are used "para" and "adi". The word "para" refers to the lifetime of Brahma while the
word "Adi" refers to the lifetime of crores of Brahmas. Though the "leelas" may be for an eternally
long time, it appears as if it was for a fraction of a second ("kshana anuvat").

STfera AT YA aTea AT v AT IR o |

. B aeeHesiad  SnduTEEnEEeTE T I Yl
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Achintya divyaadbhuta nitya yauvanasvabhaava laavanya mayaamritodadhim |

Shriyah shriyam bhaktajanaika jeevitam samartham aapatsakham arthikalpakam ||45||

(You) who are the nectar ocean of natural beauty, who have perpetual (eternal) youth,
beyond all comprehension. You, who are the fortune of the goddess Fortune herself, are the
sustaining force of the devotees, are the great helper in adversity and are a veritable wish-yielding
tree to the supplicants (when will I be able to serve you and be blessed?).

The qualities of the Lord are enumerated. - His eternal youth, sustaining force for the
devotees, the one who helps at all times, and gives all that the supplicants seek. In this sloka we
see a description of the Divya-mangala-vigraha and the divya-atma-svaroopa, that is a description
ofboth the physical and psychic aspects of the Lord.

The Lord is the nectar ocean of natural beauty. What this means is that the beauty of the
Lord has the appeal of nectar. There is no satiety and one feels like quaffing it again and again.
This is partly because the Lord is eternally handsome and in appearance is perpetually youthful.
("nitya yauvana"). We have used the words "partly because" in the above sentence, as it is not
just the youthfulness or the handsome features which makes us to feast our eyes on him. It is an
innate and inherent quality of perpetual appeal.

The Lord is beyond comprehension. He is beyond description. One may recall the
Vishvaroopa darsana, sought and had by Arjuna. Arjuna was petrified when he saw in the Lord,
hundreds of Brahmas and the Lord had an effulgence equal to many Suns.

The Lord is the sustaining force for the devotees ("bhaktajana ekajivitam"), the great
helper in adversity ("aapat sakham") and the veritable wish-yielding tree to the supplicants ("arthi
kalpakam"). It may be noticed that there is a graceful set up in the above three descriptions. He
sustains the devotees at all times, whether they are prosperous or not. When adversity strikes,
He helps the devotee, to tide over the difficulty. The devotee or the supplicant seeks something,
which the Lord grants immediately. These are so well depicted in the episodes of Prahlada and
Gajendra.

The Lord is the fortune of the goddess of Fortune ("shriya shriyam"). The goddess gives
refuge to all the supplicants. The Lord gives refuge to Sri Herself. It may be recalled that in sloka
12, Yamuna had written "kah Srih sriyah - who else but you (is the source of prosperity even for
Sri) the resting place for Lakshmi". It may be mentioned that in sloka (11) of Mukunda Mala,
Kulasekhara Alwar says"......... How can your enemies touch you, your enemies being the sins
that you have accumulated, when your master is Sridhara, the husband of goddess Sri.....".
Parasara Bhattar has expressed identically "Shriya Shri Rangesayah".

While describing the Lord, in line 4, the word "samartham" (capable) occurs in isolation.
What is he capable of ? The answer is what is the Lord not capable of ? The Lord is capable of
making the common devotees experience what Nitya Suris are experiencing.

TIaHAga, R Jemea o SR |

HATEHRI-Ah Tcafh-hy: TENrAsAe  Fesifaa: 1 46 |

Bhavantam evaanucharan nirantaram prashanta-nissesha manorathaantarah |

Kadaaham aikaantika nitya kinkarah praharshayisyaami sanaathajeevitah ||46||
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Constantly waiting on you alone, having turned away from all other desires, not having
any one other than you and serving you alone, having you alone as the Lord, when will I be
blessed (when will I reach you?).

What is begun in Sloka 32 is concluded in Sloka 46 with the word "bhavantam" (More
on this word later in the note on this sloka). The seeker, the beseeched has been constantly or
eternally ("nirantaram") waiting ("anusaran") on the Lord. He has not sought or pursued other
desires ("'prashaanta nissesha manorathantharah"). He has been serving only the Lord ("' Aikantika
nitya kinkarah"). It may be noted that both the words have been used - waiting on the Lord and
serving only the Lord. Apart from the emphasis to be conveyed, it is possible to wait on one and
still manage to serve another also. Yamuna makes it clear that he has been serving only the Lord.

Yamuna uses also the word "sanathajivitah". He has become an orphan, essentially due
to the lack of grace of the Lord. This orphanship can be cured only by the will of the Lord to
shower His Grace on the hapless devotee.

The concluding words "bhavantam praharshayishyami" needs a special comment.
Translated literally this means, "when will  make you happy?" (and not when will you make me
happy). Where is the question of devotee making the Lord happy? Is it happiness for the beseecher
or the One who blesses when the devotee attains the Lord ? Sampradhayam tells us that the
reclamation of the Jiva gives greater happiness to the Lord as it is a gain for the Svami. The
pleasure or happiness which the Lord derives from such reclamation makes the Jiva also happy,
but the source of such happiness is the Lord.

frrgfamfedid frdd  wmecsl wAges 9@ AifEEmTed:

fafuffararredaigreragt @@ IRemwE wEE wEEE: 1470
Dhig asuchim avineetam nirdayam maam alajjam paramapurusha yo ham yogivaryaagraganyaih|
Vidhi-shiva-sanakaadyaih dhyaatum atyanta dooram tava parijanabhaavam kaamaye kaamavrittah

O Supreme Lord, even the foremost among the Yogis like Brahma, Siva, Sanaka and
others cannot, even in their thoughts, attain You. I who am not holy, am sinful, merciless and
shameless, am seeking to be Your immediate attendant (that is seek You) deserve to be
condemned.

In the previous sloka, Alavandar has said "when will I be able to make you happy", by
enabling You to reclaim me. But then serious doubts assail him. He has begun to think of his
limitless ineligible qualities. Where is the Lord and where is he ? Is it appropriate for him to even
contemplate attaining to the Lord ? To describe his ineligibility four words are used - asuchim,
avinitam, nirdayam and alajjam. "Asuchim" means impure, having a nature opposed to doing
service (kainkarya) to the Lord; "avinitam" means not having good conduct or not having humility,
not having humility even while having an acharya; "nirbhayam " means not having fear (there are
some who feel the word to be used here is nirdayam and not nirbhayam. Nirdayam would mean
not having mercy or pity like one who mixes poison with amrita (nectar) which is the bhoga for
parama bhagavatas), "alajjam" means not having shame.

Alavandar says that he does not have the above feelings. Why should he have them in the

first instance ? He should have them because the Lord cannot have any desire or wish for service
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from such a person like him, when the nityasuris like Adisesha, Garuda and Vishvaksena are
constantly attending on Him. Such a thought of an ineligible person wanting to serve the Lord will
not cross the mind of people like Brahma, Siva and Sanaka and other sages. He says that for this
reason, he needs to be condemned.

The pitiable condition of the aspirant does not admit of delay. To express his overwhelming
eagerness and anxiety to attain the Lord, the hymnologist is indulging in self-deprecation. Actually
Sri Yamuna equals the Nityasuris in his eligible qualities. This line is really intended for the vast
number of persons who are ineligible and are seeking to attain the Lord. This is most relevant for
all of them, of largely ineligible qualities, who are seeking the Lord, of exemplary qualities.

AR  qfad  WiwvaErEEl |

Afd IWOUTTH W FUA DAAEEHR, HE 1481

Aparaadha sahasra bhaajanam patitam bheema-bhavaarnavodare |
Agatim saranaagatam Hare! Kripayaa kevalam aatmasaatkuru ||48||

Out of Your sheer grace, please make me Your own - me who am fallen into the depths
of'the terrible ocean of worldly existence and who being unable to resort to any one else, have
sought refuge at your feet.

In a sense, this sloka continues from sloka 23 and 24. In Sloka 23, it had been said that
all the sinful acts had been committed hundreds of times and when the time to suffer for these had
come, he is crying helplessly before the Lord. In Sloka 24, it had been said that when he was
drowning in the ocean of samsara, he had found the Lord. In Sloka 47, Alavandar had piteously
cried that he is ineligible to receive the grace of the Lord and needs to be condemned for his
various bad qualities. For this reason, is he to stand aside, so that he may be passed over ? No.
Instead, he appeals to Hari. Who is Hari ? As the name itself symbolises, He is one who washes
off the sins of the sinner, provided he approaches the Lord and does "saranagati" so that the Lord
may make him as His person.

He appeals to Hari. Please see the third line in the sloka. He confesses that he has
committed hundreds of sins ("aparaadha sahasra bhaajanam"). He has fallen into the middle of
the fierce ocean called samsara ("bhima bhava arnava udare patitam"). He does saranagati and
seeks the grace of the Lord (""kevalam kripaya ") to make him the Lord's man ("atmasat kuru").
It is part of Vaishnava sampradaya to recite this sloka, when one goes to a shrine to offer worship.

One may refer here to sloka (9) of Mukunda Mala. Says Kulasekhara, "I plunge in the
sacred lake called Hari.....the depth of the lake is unknown; but the very touch of'its waters is
most refreshing. [ plunge in this lake and drink of the divine light that is its water and leave aside
the long drawn weariness of my wandering in that vast mirage of a world".

AfFAFeFafeE  agHT  geaagEar |
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Aviveka ghanaandha-dingmuke bahudhaa santata-duhkha-varshini |

Bhagavan ! Bhava-durdine pathah-skhalitam maam avalokayaachyuta ||49||

I who have lost my sense of direction and moved away from the path of rectitude,
bewildered by the cloudy day, called samsara, enveloped in dark dense clouds of ignorance and
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beaten continuously by ever expanding miseries, O Achyuta, please look on me. This sloka
elaborates what was said in Sloka 22. The Lord is both the 'upaya' and the 'upeya'.

The day when the shining sun is not seen is a gloomy day. "Samsara" has been compared to
a gloomy day ("bhava durdine "). Ignorance is like a cloud ("aviveka ghana"). This cloud of
ignorance is covering the rays of the Sun, called knowledge. The rain which is coming down due
to the cloud (ignorance) is the samsaric sorrow ("santata dukha varshini"). Because of all this, he
has lost the way. Alavandar is praying to the Lord to show him the way, to him who has lost his
way due to "samsara" ("'pathah skhalitam maam avalokaya").

Alavandar is addressing the Lord - Bhagavan. The Lord alone is capable of giving him
liberation. He is further addressed as Achyuta - one who remains steadfast by His devotees.
Alavandar wishes to reinforce his prayer by reminding Him that He is Achyuta and therefore
does not address Him by the other names. He calls Samsara as a gloomy day (""bhava durdine")
to emphasise that it is what is opposed to the salvation of the individual. It is this same samsara
which has made him to lose his way meaning that it is what made him to stay from the path of
dharma. What does he seek from the Lord? He calls on the Lord to look (‘avalokaya'), meaning
to have mercy on him, to shower His grace on him so that he gives up his 'aviveka'.

T g U W9y famreeesE: |
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Na mrishaa paramaartham eva me srinu vijnaapanam ekam agratah |
Yadi me na dayishyase tato dayaneeyah tava naatha durlabhah ||50]|

O Lord, listen to my prayer that is genuine and without a trace of falsehood. If You do
not take pity on me, it will be difficult to find one more worthy of compassion.

Alavandar had said in Sloka 24 that the Lord had found in him a worthy recipient for his
mercy. He had said in Sloka 25 that it is not becoming of the Lord if those who had sought Him
were to become frustrated. It is possible that the Lord may tell Alavandar that there are many
others in this position, like him and that being so, how is he different and how is his seeking
compassion, to be treated differently. Alavandar anticipates this question of the Lord and replies
in the sloka. Though there may be many who need to be saved by the Lord, for the person who
is seeking the grace of the Lord, the Lord alone is the saviour. In this sloka, it is being said that the
Lord would not find one who has more deficiencies. That being so, if the Lord were to now
ignore him, then the grace of the Lord would be wasted. Saving him is the immediate duty of the
Lord, as the Lord would find it difficult to locate one on whom He can show grace, if He passes
over the hymnologist.

This concept of the protectee submitting to the Lord that he is the most eligible sinner has
been used by Desika in several slokas. Says Desika in Daya Satakam.

"O Daya, when I, the foremost among sinners, am present here, how are You able to
survive on the limited sins of others, which will not be sufficient to fill Your stomach?" (Sloka 29).

"O Daya! I am the emperor among sinners and You are the empress of all virtues. O
knowledgeable one, knowing this situation, You, of Your own accord, come and place me at the
feet of the Lord" (Sloka 30).
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Again, says Desika in Saranagati Dipika,

"O Master! Every moment [ do things which are not to be done, as if they are to be done. |
give up things which are to be actually performed by me, as if they are to be avoided. There is
also a host of other violations (done by me). May Grace, the empress among your qualities, take
the place of means (of saving) in my case: (Sloka 44).

"O Lord, long ago you yourself had said that compassion to those who seek refuge is the
highest virtue. Because you are the One who gives refuge, you are now being reminded by me.
Indeed, these undertakings of yours are meant for people like me. Is it not? (Sloka 45).

"O Bhagavan, enough of Your going on thinking about me. I, the bold one, bear the name of
a prapanna. Therefore, make me the object of Your grace, so as to avoid Your getting a bad
name. (Since You have already promised to protect a person who even entertains the idea of
doing prapatti ). (Sloka 50).

TE ©Ed A YO WEd & SEHEar A 9 |
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Tadaham tvadrite na naathavaan madrute tvam dayaneeyavaan na cha |

Vidhinirmitam etam anvayam Bhagavan! Paalaya maasma jeehapah ||51||

Lord, without You, I am lost and without me, You lose a worthy recipient for your
compassion. This relationship of Your Lordship and my (state of) pitiableness, needs to be
preserved. This has been ordained by fate.

This sloka takes forward the plea made in the previous sloka (sloka 50) wherein it was
stated that if the Lord did not save him, He would find it difficult to find another ('tatah tava
dayaniyah durlabah'). The plea now is that there is none other than the Lord and for the Lord
there is none else who better deserves compassion. He says that there is no other Lord (ananthavan)
for him and for the Lord there is none else ("madrute") to shower His compassion. One who
deserves the compassion of the Lord is one who is struggling because he has committed sins.
One who most deserves the compassion of the Lord is, by the above logic, one who is greatly
suffering because he has committed limitless sins. Alavandar says in this sloka that if the Lord
were to leave him, He would not find one who better deserves compassion. He says that there is
always this connection for him there is none else than the Lord and for the Lord there is none else
than him.

Alavandar goes on to say that this relationship of Protector - Protectee is fated
("vidhinirmitam"). This raises a question. Apart from the Lord, is there such a thing called "fate",
for it to be said that this relationship is fated? Here, the word 'vidhi' or fate is not as commonly
understood. It is not destiny. It is the Divine Grace which forges the mutual bonds between man
and God.

In the previous sloka, we had quoted from Vedanta Desika to explain how he had also
expatiated on the theme of the beseecher being the most sinful person. Since this sloka of Yamuna
carried forward the same theme, we may once again, with advantage, quote from Desika. Says
Desika in "Sri Devanayaka Panchasat": "O Vibhudhanatha, having obtained me, who is an ocean
ofignorance, leader of the wrong doers, breaker of commands and emperor among the destitute,
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why do You, the omniscient, think of any one else as the proper recepient of your compassion?"
(Sloka 49").
Says Desika, in Nyasa Dasakam:

"O Divine Lord, Remover of the distress of those who bow down! Forgive every thing -
my doing forbidden things and not doing things that ought to be done". (Sloka 9).

JUUfey AT T o1 TEEE g qm fawr
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Vapuraadisu yo'pi ko'pi vaa gunato asaani yathatathaavidhah |

Tad ayam tava paadapadmayoh aham adyaiva mayaa samarpitah ||52||

Whatever might be the nature of the body and my organs, with which [ am endowed,
according to the Gunas of Prakriti, [ am offering them this very moment at Your lotus feet, as also
what is denoted as I in me.

Alavandar had stated in the previous sloka that the Lord needs to protect the relationship
between the Lord and himself. The Lord asks Alavandar that for quite some time now there has
been a discussion between Alavandar and himself as to whether he belongs to himself or to the
Lord and that this has not been resolved. That being the position, how can the Lord accept the
proposition of Alavandar pertaining to the protector and protectee? It is this question which
Alavandar answers in this sloka. He says that there is no such discussion as to whom Alavandar
belongs. He belongs to the Lord only. Hence he makes an offering of himself - of his body and
organs. In this context sloka 10 may also be seen.

In the fourth line of the sloka the word "aham" is used. This is to be taken to mean "atma
". The 'atma' has been said to be different things by different persons. Some say that the body is
the atma; some say that the prana is the atma; some say that it is the intelligence. Alavandar does
not wish to enter into any such intellectual disputation. He says that in the opinion of the Lord,
whatever form atma assumes, Alavandar is willing to submit at the lotus feet of the Lord that
'aham’ ("Ayamham tava padapadmayoh adya eva maya samarpitah"). In effect, what Alavandar
is saying is that what is important is servitude.

Alavandar is submitting to the Lord that he is giving up his attachment to the organs, to
the body and not being able to realise the self, he is solely depending on the feet of the Lord and
that the Lord should save him (as He did save Gajendra and Draupadi).

™ MY AR A Weet s qdad wed |
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Mama naatha! Yad asti yo asmy aham sakalam taddhi tavaiva Maadhava |

Niyatasvam iti prabuddha dhih athavaa kim nu samarpayaami te? ||53||

O Lord, whatever [ have and whatever I am, all these are yours. What shall I then offer
You? O Madhava, being awakened to the consciousness that all these are Your inalienable
property, there is nothing else left for me to offer.

In the previous sloka, Alavandar had said that he is offering the body and the 'aham' at
the feet of the Lord. But having realised that he is in servitude, Alavandar entertains a doubt.
When he is already in servitude, is it appropriate for him to offer the body and the organs, as ifhe
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is independent? He therefore, hurriedly clarifies the position. He says that whatever he has and
whatever he is, is already that of the Lord ("niyatasvam"). He has nothing else to offer.
In this sloka, the Lord has been addressed as "Madhava" to signify his eternal Lordship. We
are all dependent on the goddess Sri and She is dependent on the Lord.

eefyqent™ g Aty frel veREal w@E o
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Avabodhitavaan imaam yathaa mayi nityam bhavadeeyataam savayam |

Kripayaivam ananya bhogyataam Bhagavan! Bhaktim api prayachcha me ||54|

Just as You have awakened in me the consciousness of being eternally Yours, O Lord,
grant me, out of compassion, that devotion which consists of enjoying You alone.

Alavandar had said in sloka (52) that he is offering at the feet of the Lord, his body and
organs. In Sloka (53), he had said that whatever "I have is yours and what then, shall I offer
you?" Thus, the knowledge that he is eternally that of the Lord has been awakened. Since the
knowledge has been awakened, the Lord seems to ask what he would like to have in this world.
Alavandar's gratitude is encapsulated in this sloka.

He begins by stating that the Bhagavan has himself awakened in him ("avabodhitavan")
the consciousness of being eternally (‘nityam') His. The Lord should, in the same manner, give
him the devotion to enjoy Him alone (‘ananya bhogyatam").

Alavandar does not wish to have any other enjoyment and specifically so prays to the
Lord. A question may be asked that a supplicant can seek liberation, but is it correct to make a
specific plea to the Lord, more so for Alavandar? It has been laid down that devotees cannot
seek food, water, wealth, clothes, a house and longevity from the Lord, even in times of acute
distress. But it is permitted to seek liberation or to seek devotion to the feet of the Lord.

In this connection, the episode of Kuchelan may be recalled. Kuchelan comes home and
finds opulence every where. He prays to the Lord that though the Lord had given him, unasked,
extreme wealth, he should never forget his devotion to the feet of the Lord. Seeking such devotion
is in order. Kulasekhara Alwar says similarly in Mukunda Mala (sloka 15):

"O let me not look at those hapless creatures who do not turn their thoughts to Your feet.
I'will not listen to stories other than those relating to Your pastimes, which stories are worth
hearing. O Lord of the universe, let me pay no attention to those who avoid thinking of You. Let
me able to serve You, birth after birth". Thus, while Kulasekhara concludes by praying that he
wishes to serve the Lord, birth after birth, Yamuna concludes that he wishes to have that devotion
which consists of enjoying Him alone. (To be continued)
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APPEALTO MEMBERS

1. Members can utilise this facility OF ADVERTISING IN “SRIVAISHNAVA
MATRIMONIAL” with a nominal cost of Rs. 100/- for each insertion. The
intention is to provide basic details of the prospective bride / bridegroom
with contact details like Mobile number and email id. Hence the details of
the insertion will be restricted to 30 words. Members can send their details
by email to Sri P. Thiruvengadam on mrsmatrimonial I @gmail.com. The amount
can be transferred to Sabha’s Bank account, as per details given below:
State Bank of India, Chembur Branch, Mumbai — 400071
A/c Name: “SRI BHAGAWAT RAMANUIJA SIDDANTHA PRACHAR SABHA”
SB A/c No.: 10339724389 — IFSC : SBIN 0000533
2. This is the 18™ issue of “Ramanuja Dasoham” getting published as
part of “Gitacharyan”. We would welcome constructuve comments /
opinions from our readers (both positive and critical) which may be
addressed to mumbairamanujasabha@gmail.com.
3. We also welcome good interesting articles on SriVaishnava sampradaya
related topics from our members. If you come across any good article or if
you are able to write in Tamil or English your own article, we welcome the
same.

MUMBAI RAMANUJA SABHA - RAMANUJA DASOHAM

We once again reiterate that our Members are welcome to 'Sponsor' an
issue of our Magazine, 'Ramanuja Dasoham' on the occasion of any marriage
/ Sashtiabdapoorthi / Sadabhishekam / Abdapoorthi etc., in their families.
This will cost only Rs.10000/- per issue. You can also do a part-sponsor by
paying a lesser amount.

In addition, you can release or procure advertisements to be released in
the magazine at a very nominal cost of Rs. 500/- for Quarter page, Rs. 1000/-
for Half Page and Rs. 1500/- for full page of Black and White advertisement.

Members can contact Sri S Raghunathan on adsmrs71@gmail.com for
further information. The amount can be transferred to Sabha's Bank account,
as per details given above.

Srimathe Ramanujaya Namah
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3. MANGSUN & CO.

"JMC BEARINGS"

Manufacturers Of
TECHNOLOGICAL BEARINGS

Spring (Flexible) Roller Bearings for Hot Rolling Mills
Spring Bush Bearings for CCM

Split Roller Bearings

Multi Row Cylindrical Roller Bearing

Back-Up Bearing for 20 Hi Cold Rolling Mills
Pressure Roller Units (Bearings)

Taper Roller Bearings

UJ Cross Bearings (Cardan Drive Bearing)

Planet Gear Pins for WIND GEAR BOX/ Transmission

¥R X X X X X X %

Industries: Steel / Metal / Cement / Power Plants

MR. K P VARADAN - DIRECTOR
MOBILE: +91 98694 41127

Address:

J. MANGSUN & CO.

Plot No. A - 483, Road No. 24, Wagle Industrial Estate,
THANE - 400 604. MAHARASHTRA.

Tel : 022 - 4064 2128 / 4064 2148 / 4064 2100
Website : www.jmangsun.com

E-mail : kp.varadan@jmangsun.com
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