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SRI RAMANUJA & SRI KRISHNA

A COMPARISON

(Translated from the Tamil essay published in the Tamil journal

“Sri Ramanuja” by Sri Kanchi P. B. Annangarachariarswami)
PR S

(By S. RANGASWAMI, u. A.)

[In issue No. 5 of Sri Ramanuja, ten points of comparison between Lord Krishna
and Sri Ramanuja were published. The remaining portion of the article
concluding the essay is herein printed”—REditor]

Even as Kaliya with his five hoods emitting poison wrought destruction to
the lives around him, men of other creeds work havoc by their five methods of wrong
reasoning, (1) There are first those who deny the existence of God altogether (i. e.
atheists) (2) Those who believe in Grod, but do not accept the Sastras for attaining
him. (3) Those ‘who accept the Sastras for attaining God, but deny him qualities
or attributes, and who will not worship His images (4) Those who do nob believe
in one, but in many Gods (5) Those who deny the existence of the world, calling
it & mere nullity or Tllusion. The five-fold distortions of the Vedas by men of
other creeds were conderaned outright by Sri Ramanuja whe overcame his
opponents in spite of their dialectic skill in debate, "and like Sri Krishna danced
the dance of victory on their heads. ' '

- 11.  Among Sri Krishna’s heroic deeds was his destruction of one Asura called
Kesi, who came in the guise of a fierce overbearing horse. In the Upanishads our
«enses are comphred t0 a powerful horss and it was Sri Ramanuja’s glorious
achievement that he was able to control the five senses by his conquest of self.

12. Among Kamsa's wicked agents who were sent on an errand to kill Sri
Krishna, there was one Asura who appeared in the form of a calf and another who
shaped himself into a wood-apple tree. Sri Krishna, catching hold of the salf by
its hind legs, whirled it round and rourd. and threw it against the wood-apple
tree destroying them both at one stroke. Sri Ramanuja also employed Sri Krishna's
strategy, whilst disproving the contradictory ideas in his opponent’s creeds by
using them against each other. ' '

13. According to age-long custom, the cowherds were offering worship to
Lord Indra; and several cart-loads of rice, curds, ghee and vegetables were collected
o elaborate rituals Sri Krishna advised the cowherds to offer their worship
vardhana hill instead of to Liord Indra whose conceit he wished to destroy-
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Assuming the guise of a God, Sri Krishna received the offerings himself and ate
them Lord Tndra was wroth at the slight offered to himself. and set the clonds
m motion to pour down hail-stones. For seven days and nights there was a heavy
and unceasing down-pour of rain with pellets. Nothing daunted, Sri Krishna
lifted up the Govardhana hill, and held it up like an Umbrella protecting the
cattle and cowherds from all harm. This story is well-known to all who have
read the Bbagavata-purana. Several lessons can be-learnt from this beautiful story-
Sri Krishna was averse to the worship of many Gods, and considered that in spite
of mer’s erring ways, the offerings to other Gods would ultimately reach and be
accepted by the Supreme as intended for Himself. He had the nobility of mind
and magnanimity of heart to resistfrom harming those who had intended him evil,
He always sheltered from harm all those who had sought his protection. The
Divya Prabandam depicts the true devotee as one who sven in a state of forgetful-
ness will not turn to Gods other than Sri Narayana for refuge. Sri Bamanuja’s
teachings, like those of the Alwars were directed towa:ds the worship of the one
QUpleme Lord (i- e. Lord Narayana). Since Sri Ramanuja, who was himself an
incarnation of the Divine spirit came to this world as a teacher of Brahma-

Gnana, it is correct to conclude that the worship offered to Sri Ramanuja
reaches the Supreme through the teacher. Sri Vachana Bhushanam or “the
Beautiful Word-jewel” defines the true teacher as one who should show towards
the evil-doers, patience, mercy. a smiling countenance, toleration and gratitude (Sri
Vach: 365) and Sri Ramanuja exemplied in his own life ali these qualities. Just
like Sri Krishna, he has saved humanity from the torrential rains of Samsara.
Sri Krishna protected his beloved cowherds for seven days, whilst Sri Ramanuja
saves his devotees from the evil of seven-fold seven births

14, To marry his sweet-heart Nappinna, Sri Krishna subdued seven fierce
demonaic bulls accepting the wager fixed by the girl’s father for thc marriage.
Sri Ramanuja has likewise subdued the seven deadlyenemies called Kama,
Krodha, Liopa, Moha. Matha, Mathsarya and Asuya and has tied the holy necklace
of Thirumanthra composed of eight yains aud three threads a.round the devotees’

neck

15. Just as Sri Krishna threw down the two wrestlers Chanura and M/ushtlka
Sri Ramauuja overcame Ahankara and Mamakaia, egoisom and selhshness which
wrestle for mastery over ones’ self. The slaying of the mad elephant “Kuvalayaplba’ )
by Sri Kxxshnq may be compared to Sri Ramanuja’s conquest of the Indriyas or
the mad elephant of the senses. Sri Krishna entered the abode of the gardener
malakara, and accepted the flowergarlands presented by him. " Sri Rama
likewise accepted the homage of eight flowers from his disciples—the eight flo:




\

3

of ahimsa; Indriya-nigraga, Saivabhuta-daya, Kshama, Guana, Tapas, Dhyana,
and Satyam: (Non-violence, conquest of the self, mercy towards all living things,
forgiveness, knowledge, meditation, prayer and Truth)

16. Sri Krishna slew Kamsa the tyrant, Sisupala and the Kauravas and
helped the cause of the righteons Pandavas. In the same way, Sri Ramanuja
-made it impossible for the pernicious creeds of Nihilism, of Sakhyas and Shamanas
(Jains) to exist, and spread the beautiful truths of Sri Vaishnavism on earth
through his commentaries such as the “Arthapanchaka”. Several simaral
comparisons may be instituted between Liord Krishna and Sri Ramanuja by the

. devout.

‘THIRUPPAVALI

HYMNS TO THE BEAUTEOUS GRACE.

INTRODUCTION

1. The Poetess .

The thirty hymns here presented are known ag “Thiruppavai” or “Hymmas
o she Beauteous Grace.” They were composed by a great Tamil Poetess,
Sri Andal of SriVilliputtur, a small town in Tinnevelly district- She was one of
the twelve Tamil Vaishnava Singers popularly iknown as the Alwars, and was
herself the pet and ddopted daughter of Peri-Alwar or the Great Saint, born of a
postic race whose inheritance was divine wisdom,-—pure and undefiled.—and
trained from her girlhood towards salntly d1°c1plesh1p by her erudite father. Sri
Andal vowed that she would wed none other than Lord Vishnu. 1n a poem
addressed to the Liord of Liove or Kamadeva, she says. “If to ‘any human being
thou. wouldst speak of wedding me, cease would I'to live.” ~ Sri Andal has
contributed one hundred and seventy three verses to the Sacred collect of all the.
Alwars known as “Nalayira-Divya-Prabandam” or “the Golden treasury of Four-
‘thousand.” - Her other work; besides *‘Thiruppavai” is shyled as “Nachiyar
Thiramoli” or the Brldal Queen’s Beautiful Utterances.”

2. God, the Eternal Bride-groom

The Lord can be approached in a spirit of passionate love and utter self-

for uion- He is viewed as the Eternal Bride-groom or “Nithya-Manavalan”

to G o
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and the human soul, as the “Bride-elect” or “Bride-in-waiting.” The Alwars
have sung of the Lord, assuming in their poetic fashion, a maidenly guise. The
poetic justification for this assumption of femininity is that the Lord is so
powerful in His masciline might that human strength is nothing but womanliness

before His Splendour. While all the other Alwars were masculine by birth,

Sri Andal, alone among them, was a woman, and could naturally and fitbingly

adopt the tone and the garb of the bridal queen ~While all the other Alwars
waited for the Lord to come and wake them up, Sri Andal chose to go out in -

the company of other damsels of her own frame of mind in quest of the Liord, so
that all might bathe in His Divine grace. Hers is not a selfish and narrow Heaven
whose doors are open only to austece pilgrims of penance,—but a boundless,
expensive Paradise where se1vice to the Lord and His -devotees betokens endless
pleasure, and where companionship in such service increases the rapture
thousandfold- And what a jest does Sri Andal practise! She, who was brought
up in a high brahmin family of noble learning and pedigree assumed the role and
guise of a low, simple, unlettered Cowherd lass so that she might wed Sri Krighna,
who had been brought up by cowherds, and whose rise to royalty and power did
not diminish his love for them. The “Ras-Lila” or the ‘play of Love”, where
God is the centre and circumference of this Love-episode with human souls for
His eternal partners in the dance is the theme of Thiruppavai- God’s companion-
ghip with the low and the forlorn is such that it is impossible to reach Him unless
one becomes low and contrite in spirit- '

3. An Allegorical Pastoral Lyric

“Thiruppavai”’ may be fittingly styled as an Allegorical Pastoral Liyric. Its
theme is the universal one of the attainment of the Lord through service to
humanity, (Bhagavatha-Kainkaryam), and in this respect, may be likened to
Leigh Hunt’s famous poem, **Abou Ben Adam.” In this pastoral lyric, Sri Andal
weaves ideas into a magic garment of peerless artistry in such a way that it is
difficult to distinguish the woof from the warp. Tbe simple faith of the village
peasantry and thier unique festival for invoking the rains with rites, rituals, and
symbols turn out in reality to be a search for the beautiful beloved Sri Krishna,
without whose grace life has no meaning.

Like a kindly light, Sri Andal leads the wondering reader who has

awakened from his slumber, atearly dawn, step by step towards God’s very
throne of bliss—‘'Ratna-Simhasana’” from which a mere glance from His beauteous
eyes twain would dispel the curse of life.

(To be Continued)




