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AN INTRODUCTION
T0

ACHANPILLAT ASHTADHYAYL

“PARANDA RAHASYAM” is a Rahasya-grantha (an exposition of the
Manthras), well known to scholars of Sri Vaishnava Sampradaya+ A controversy
has, of late, grown up, as to its authorship. Some attribute it to the fameus “Peria-
vachanpillai,” the commentator of the “Divya Prabandhams.” Other scholars con-
tend that it was written by his direct disciple (or probably son) Achanpillai, also
caled ‘Nainar Achanpillai and Abhayapradarajaputra.

Sri. P. B. Annangaracharya Swami has conducted an extensive research
in this field and has published a thesis called“ ACHANPILLAI ASHTADHYAYI”
in which he has upheld the latter view. This book of eight chapters rums to 106
paragraphs. A thorough study of such acontroversial topic necessitates dilation
upon many points connected directly or indirectly with the point in question and
consequently the bulk of the volume has grown up. Scholars can appreciate and
derive benefit from each and every one of these chapters and paragraphs. But some
people feel that they cannot make a deep study of the book for want of sufficient time
or scholarship. For hheil sake, the most salient pointsin the essay are explained
in a nutshell, hereunder. To understand the whole argmment and applema,te it, one
- bas, however, to go through the original thesis itself.

Alore, among our ‘Pur'va Acharyas’ or the great Sri Vaishnava teachers
of yors, Manavalamahamunigal quctes in his Rahasya Granthas, many passages
from ¢ Paranda Rahasyam. Other Acharyas do not seem ‘o quote from it. There-
fore, points out our Sri. P,B.A.Swami, it is necessary and sufficient to consider the
views of this great teacher about the authorship of the ‘Paranda Rahasyam. Now,
Manavalamahamunigal makes mention of both Achanpillai, and Periavachanpillai.
.Others contend that Manavalamahamunigal refers, but, to only one Acharya, that
is Periavachanpillai, under the two names and that the other Acharya is not
at all mentioned by him. Our Sri. P. B. Annangarachrya Swami points out, in.
great detadl, that this carmot hold good.- Manavalamahamunigal had the greatest
vespect for Periavachanpillai andas such he would not have called him by the
simple name of Achanpillai. In all the undisputed references to him, in the
Rahasya Granthas, Manavalamahamunigal calls him invariably under the name
of Periavachanpillai, and often more respectfully, as ‘purvar’ (or the elder teacher).
Many passages are quoted in the Ashtadhyayi to show that this is invariably true
of each and every one of the definite references to Periavachanpillai and that not
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a single instance can be pointed ocut where the great- teacher is called merely .
Achanpillai, by Manavalamahamunigal Therefore, Sri- P. B. Annangaracharya
Swamy concludes that the Achanpillai referred to by this great teacher oucht to be-
different from Periavachanpillai.

The following are some of the proofs adduced by Sri P. B. Annangaracharya
Swami to prove this fact beyond doubt.

In his extensive commentary on Sutra 27 of Tatvatraya, chapter 2 ,Maua-

- valamabamunigal points out that the author of his original, Pillailokacharya, ought
to have explained certain subtle points, which he refrained from doing for the sake
of brevity of expression. He explains the points himself and comes aleng two rival
schools of thought supported by his forerunners. It is important, in this connection,
to note, points out our Sri P, B. Annangaracharya Swami, Manavalamahamunigal’s
wordings: “This is the theory explained by Achanpillai in his Tatvatraya Vivarana;
the other one is supported by Vadikesari Alagiyamanvala Jeer in his Tatvanirupana.
Pillailokacharyar-has not entered into all these details because he wanted to be very
concise. Periavachanpillai has also adopted this same method.”

The Ashtadyayi points out that this is a very significant passage to be
considered. Manavalamahamunigal says that Jeer ( Vadikesari Alagiyamanvala
Jeer ) and Achanpillai have dwelt upon a certain point in detail, in their treatises,
incidentally adopting two different schools of thought, whereas Pillailokacharyar
and Periavachanpillai have been very brief in this connection. The import of this is
clear as daylight. It shows, beyond the shadow of doubt that the Achanpillai
mentioned by Manvalamahamunigal must and should be different from Periavachan
pillai. Otherwise it would be absurd to declare that Achanpillai has dwelt upon a
point at great length in his “Tatvatraya Vivarana,” and say in the same breath
that he omitted all the details for the sake of brevity. The same person cannot,
in the same breath, be said to have both done and undone a thing.

As the Ashtadhyayi points out, references to Achanpillai and extracts from
his works are made in numerous places by Manavalamahamunigal (vide
Tatvatraya Vyakyanam, sutras 3, 35, 149 etc.). From the nature of these
references, it can be concluded that the termy Achanpillai cannot refer to
Periavachanpillai. Incidentally. it can be inferred that Periavachanpillai, too, had
written a very short treatise upon Tatvatraya. This also goes to prove thag
“Tatvatraya Vivarana” cannot be his composition. ‘

The Ashtadhyayi advances another argument from the Mumukshuppadi
Vyakhyanam. In the commentary upon Sutra 97 of the said work, Manavalamaha-
munigal says, “This is evident in the works of Naduvilthiruvidbippillai Bbattar
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and Achanpillai. Under Sutra 116, he writes, “Achan Pillai and Jeer have
adopted this procedure.” The point to be noted here is, that Achanpillai is
given the second place in the first sentence and the first place in the second one.
One need not wonder as to what this order can portend and say, ‘when two or
more people are mentioned together, some order must be followed- Words cannot
be pronounced. and much less written, simultaneously. They must flow in an order-
So, one of the persons must be given the first place, another the second place
ond s0 on. But one order would serve as well as another. As such, why should
so much fuss be made about the order?” As the Ashtadhyayi rightly points out,
when Manavalamahamunigal’s writings are concerned, even the slightest factor
such as the order of mentioning many things together, has a deep significance.
The erudite teacher does not write anything carelessly, but weighs each and every
one of his words. Therefore, there must be a meaning in the order under question.
The Ashtadhyayi explains the significance very clearly. The Achanpillai in the
first sentence cannot be Periavachanpillai. Periavachanpillai sat ab the feet of
Nambillai, right from his youth and studied all the Sastras from him and became
the foremost of his disciples. Naduvilthiravidhippillai Bhattar, as can be learnt
from the Guruparampara Prabhavam, kept aloof from Nambillai, envying, his
status, for the greater part of his life- It was ouly in his very advanced years
 that he was drawn up towards the feet of Nambillai, by force of the latter’s supreme
good nature. As such, though both these teachers were Nambillai’s disciples,
Vanavalamahamunigal would never dream of giving the first place to this converted
Bhattar and speak of ever-devoted, great Periavachanpillai in the next breath. The
order ought to have been reversed; otherwise 1t would go to prove that Manavala-
mahamunigal considered Periavachanpillai as being very much inferior to Naduvil- .
thiruvidhipillai Bhattar. But when the term Achanpillai refers to Periavachan-
pillai’s disciple, the order holds good as it is- In the second sentence of Manavala-
mahamunigal, quoted above, there is no difficulty. Jeer (Vadikesari Alagiya-
manavala Jeer) was Achanpillai’s disciple and. consequently the Guru’s name
preceeds that of the disciple. This explanation appears to be a very sound one-

As already stated, references to Achanpillai are made by Manavalamahamuni-
gal in quite & good number of places. Many passagas from Achanpillai’s Tatvatraya
Vivarana ave quoted in the Tatvatraya Vyakhyanam and Mumukshuppadi Vyakh-
yanam quotes many passages from Paranda Rahasyam, statng that it is Achan-
pillai’'s work. Now Sri P. B. Annangaracharyaswamy has established, as already
described, that the author of Tatvatraya Vivarana cannot be Periavachanpillai,
according %o Manavalamahamanigal’s statement, and the extracts referred to
by him cannot have been taken from Periavachanpillai’s very concise thesis.
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Ccmmonsense tells us that when once this is established, Achanpillai, quoted by
Manavalamahamunigal as the author of the Pai andarahasyam must be the same
as the author of theTatvatraya Vivarana; and not Periavachanpillai as others
contetid: For, Manavalamahamunigal cannot be taken to have mentioned two
differeLt persons by the same name, and at the sametime used two names for
cne ard the same person. As already stated, beth the names of Achanpillai and
Periavachanpillai are mentioned in one place in the commentary on Sutra 27,
Chapter 2, of Tatvatraya, and the circumstances show that two teachers are
meant, there. Therefore it would be absurd to assume that the same person is
sometimes called Achanpillai and sometimes Periavachanpillai, there beirg no
rational cause to make this distinction.

Thus Sri P- B. Annangaracharya Swami has proved, in great detail, that
Manavalamahamunigal’s verdict is that the author of Paranda Rahasya is different
from Periavachanpillat.  He then quotes the opinion of some modern scholars also,
in this matter.

The late Paramahamsa, Aycdhya Sriranganarayana Jeer Swami, who was
the- occupant of the Sriranga Narayana Jeer Mutt at Srirangam, for a long time,
was a great scholar whose erudition is well krown throughout our land. He has
edited and published an extensive work called Manthrartha Dipika, in Devanagari
Characters. On page 6, line 18 (chapter 2) of that beok, we find the explanation
given in that book, that by the word Achanpillai Manavalamahamunigal meant
(in his vyakhyana on Mumukshuppadi Sutra 27, chapter 2, quoted above) Abhaya-
pradarajaputra, the author of Paranda Rahasyam. No sane person with an iota of
knowledge of Sri Vaishnava Sampradaya can claim that Abhayapradarajaputra is
Periavachanpillai himself- He (the latter) can, at best be Abhayapradaraja, but
never Abhayapradarajaputra.

This same Ayodhya Ramanuja Jeer swami has brought out an edition of
Ashtadasa Rahasyam, in 1911. In a remarkable footnote on page 88 of that book,
he writes, ‘“Parandarahasyam is the work of N ainarachanpillai, as is evident from
Thirumanthrartha Vyakbyanam etc. He is also called Achanpillai. Tf it
(Parandarahasyam) had, in reality, been composed by Periavachanpillai, he could
have been mentioned by that very name of Periavachanpillai, here also (Tiruman-
thrartha vyakhyanam), as in Tatvatraya Vayakhyanam. Tradition also ascribes it
to Nainarachanpillai.” These words are quite significant and need no explanation.
8ri P. B. Annangaracharya Swami incidentally states here, that he has made
these two references to the learned Jeer, primarily to show to the. public that
he (P. B. A. Swami) has not hit upon a thoroughly novel idea unheard of

-
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'!)‘efore"(regardin'g:the authorship of Parandarahasyam); but is giving expresgion'to
a fact that has come in successive bra.dlhon but hidden up in obscurity inlater yedrs.

Next our author goes to examme the internal ev1dence available in the book
in question. The following is his line of a,rgument Perlavacha,nplllal s works were
all completed and widely circulated before Veda.nta Demka began his career as an
author. The latter’s Sthothrabhashya is written by settlng the former’s Sthothraratna,
Vyakhyana for its model. His “Dramido- pamshat Ta.'bpal 'ya, Ratnavali”’ shows that
he has made a deep study of Periavachanpillai’s ¥Vgakhyanam on Nammalwar's
Thiruvoymozhi, called 24,000 padi: In Chapter 25;+(Prabhava Vysvasthadhikara)
of his Rahasyathrayasara;-‘Vedanta Desika has made direct reference to Periava~
chanpillai’s Peria Thiramozhi Vyakhyanam ( l~ 1- 992 But Achanpillai came later.
He had gone through the wworks of Veddnta Destka vand made use of them in his
own works. He also gave suitable replies® td. the *adverse criticisms made by
Vedanta Desika against other Acharyas. Now, a perusal 6f'the Paranda Rahasyam
‘shows that in this respect; tooy the work is written in:the! st;yle of Achanpillai and
not that of Periavachanpillai.

In this point the Ashtadhyayi is not as elucidiaving as it ought to be. It
“does not, for example, show how the style of Parandarahasyam goes to prove that
it is later than VedantaDesika. I asked Sri P. B. -Annanhgaracharya Swami about
this, and he explained to me many points. which, he s&id, he purrosely omitted in
his book, under the apprehension that it might lead to unnece%sary sectarial con-
troversies- I will here explain one' such point, which goes to point out the true
author of the Faiandaarhasyam. In chapter 23 (SiddhopayaS8odhanadhikara) of his
Rahasyatraya sara, Sri Vedanta Desika has tried to show that Lakshmi is as
much an- “Upaya’ for the Prapanna, as Lord Narayanas himself. Flg begins his
deliberations “with the words. “Werwill now clear the doubts and misunderstand-
ings arising in the word Srimath (inithe Dwaya Mantmam))” and in the course
of his arguments he refers to a certain verse from: Saint"Nammalwar’s Thiruvoy-
mozhi (4, 5, 11).{ We find this particular argument refated in the Parandafa
‘hasyam, thereby-establishing that its-author cannot have been Periavachanpillai.

In this connection, it is necessary to remembel one thing. In all the various
works of Perlava,cha.hplllm (those, of course that ard’ ‘definitely known to be his ),
we find no trace 'ef any kind of sectarian'conr oversy. ‘Perhaps such quarrels were
very rare in his time. But, more than that, 'ohe calm, gentle nature of ‘that noble
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teacher did not permit him to enter into wordy warfare with members of cther
sects, belonging to his own Sri Vaishnava Sampradaya. During Manavalamaha-
munigal’s time, such sectarian controversies had reached their peak. But again,
this noble, highly spiritual, Sattvik Acharya could never enter into such a batle-
field- He would, on the other hand, explain the doctrines of his own sect so squarely
and in such a calm, charming manner, that adverse criticisms would disappear
by themselves. Periavachanpillai, too, Was of the same nature.

But the story of Achanpillai is different: He did enter the field of contro-
versy. He attacked rival theories and answered the criticisms of rivals. This is
clear from his works, such as Tatva Sangraha, Charama Rahasyatraya, Cbatus
sloki Vyakhya, etg- In fact,Achanpillai and Vedanta Desika were contemporaries.
Hach criticised the other and counter criticisms, too ¢ sprang up. Thus we find
the works of these two graet scholars abound with such critieisms and counter~
criticisms. Now Paranda Rahasya is also written in such a style; it resorts to
such criticisms now and then. As sueh, it can never have come from the pen of
Periavachanpillai.

Our Puthur Advocate Swami mentions in his journal that he is writing a
book, which refutes all these arguments of the Ashtadhyayi and establishes the
identity of the author of the Paranda Rahasyam with Periavachanpillai and that
the book will be published in the next month’s issue. He has also, very kindly,
informed me of this fact through a post card and has asked me to send him the
subscriber’s list of our journal “Sri Ramanujan,” T have sent him a reply along
with the list- I heartily welcome this enterprise of our Advocate Swami. If his
book really proyes, by means of irrefutable arguments, that Paranda Rahasyam was
in fact composed by Periavachanpillai himself, our Sabha is prepared to get it
printed and published at our cost, in our jowrnal. Or, if it so pleases him, our
Advocate Swami can kindly send us 200 printed copies of the book, with proper
headline and we will, with pleasure, publish them as a supplement to our journal
The one thing that is of primary importance in this respect is that no room should
be given to unnecessary passions and mean eriticisms. Let everything be done
in a gentlemanly manner.

Some of the numerous testimonials received in appreciation of the Ashtadh-
yayi from Matha Adhipathis, Pandits, Vidwans and other learned people have
been appended to this. '

In conclusion, I pray God that this controversy might end soon.

Madras G. MUSALAPPAREDDIAR B. A, B. L.,
- Advocate :
27 -4-49 Secretary, Sathgrantha Prakasana Sabh
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"THIRUPPAVALI

| OR _
HYMNS TO THE BEAUTEDUS GRACE.

3, An Allegorical Pastoral Lyrlc ———(Contmua,txon)
It looks as though we are suddenly transported to the golden age of
Sri Krishna, and are made quite familiar with the sweet sights and melting notes
of Gokulam so that we might more truly exclaim, '

“Bliss was it in that great dawn to be alive,:
When, to be young, was very heaven —

-

To be young and fair, and a maiden of bashful beauty and charm to captivate the
heart of Sri Krishna—that were a thing most lovingly to be wished! . 'Who would
"not throw away all wealth, noble birth, and renown, and cast learning and pride
to the winds—if one could barter for these—an admission into the society of the
charming, unlettered village belles of Brindavan. How lucky are we!

We enter at once into Grokulam, the loveliest and richest village that eyes

have ever seen, where copious showers fall thrice a month, where lilies blue blossom

sweet, where ﬁhe mottled bee slumbers soft on lotus-beds, where the rich red
paddy yields a golden harvest, where the noble milch-kine fill pots after pots with

milk in such abundance tha’ the wayside is all miry with milk, where the larks sing
in unison as the peacocks dance, and where, in short, there is nothing but

sweetness and calm, and eternal beatitude. In such a village Sii Krishna was

the centie of all love-episodes,. and the cynosure of all gopis’ ‘eyes. It was His

magic flute that cast its slumberous spell over the whole atmosphere, creating a

rapture and harmony far beyond words to describe-

4. The Ritual

Whenever the rains failed, it was the custom a,mong the villagers to
und >rtake a festive vow, and invoke the blessings of the Rain-God for granting
them a boon of heavy down-pour so that the land might be rid of all poverty and
gloom. Kabhya;yam the Goddess whose image was woishipped on such occasions,
was supposed to shower Her grace upon Her devotecs. Symbols were used during
the time of worship, such as “the Big Drum, conches, flags, beauteous lamp, and
caopy”’-—and these are all described in hymn 26 of Thiruppavai. Probably
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the drum or “the Parai” was the most significant of them all, since it proclaimed
the advent of the festival, and brought the distant near, sending its reverberations
far and wide. This word “Parai” is used in different senses in different hymns,
and indicates not only the festive vow, and service to humanity and their
happiness which it implied, but also figuratively the divine bliss, which is the
final object of attainment. ‘Farai”—thus represents both the means and the end.
(Refer to Hymns 1, 8, 10, 16, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30)

Similarly the word “Pavai”—or the Beautiful image”—after whom the
poern itself is named signifies the Magnetic Mother of Divine Grace, whose
blessings alone could make the festive vow a success, and whose charm pervades
the musical refrain of every stanza—*“El Or Empavail”’—which may be
translated as—*May our Goddess bless the vow!”. Her devotees,—and what a
sweet throng they arel—each, with a distinct individuality,—are but counterparts
of the Divine Mother, and are gracefully addressed as “Impish Girll Queen of
maids! Resplendent one! jubilant image of beauty! Precious jewel! Darling
queen!”—enriching epithets of endearing tenderness which sit sweetly on the
tongue, fall softly on the ears, and enter charmingly the heart- The rituals do not
matter at all;—they are only a means to an end. Nor does Katyayani obtrude
herself—She is kept in the back-ground, like the musical refrain itself.

" The sweetness of Sri Bhagavatam is presented to us as in a dream-picture.
The sleeping humans souls are likened to the Gopis of old, and they are awakened
from their sleep to enjoy divine bliss, There is no spirit of rivalry or selfishness
in seeking to obtain the Lord’s Grace. The spirit which animates the peem is one
of selfless bliss whose value is enhanced by the commingling and participation by
all aspirants to God’s love. The greater the number of the beloved souls who
wake up from their sleep for a journey to the ennobling Rlver of Bliss for a bath,
the greater is the happiness derived from it

“Immersion in the sea of the Lord of Glory
Imme:sion from which there is no extrication,
As it were identification with the very ocean’.

5. The Poem

MAIN TRENDS
As the thought of the festive vow enters their minds, the Gopis find that
it is a full moon day, and the bright moon seems to smile upon them as a good
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augury for the success of their undertaking. An aspiration for divine bliss —a
keen desire to dive in the River of Bliss— s the only trait needed to join the
company of the wealthy damsels of the rich herdsmen’s village. They alore are
wealthy whose minds are turned towards (fod and are ever bent on pleasing
service to humanity. The Lord’s Grace is ¢, foregone conclusion—the inevitable
fruit on the top of the tree of life .
HYMN 2

The ritual to be observed is indeed rigorous— enjoining discipline, but the
path of bliss is delightful, and the devotees tl erefore resolve to follow the straight
traditional method, - avoiding all slander an1 evil from their thoughts.

HYM! 3
The devotees, in the observence of ‘heir festive vow, resolve to chant the
various names of Lord Purushothama while taking their holy bath so that the
rain may fall thrice a month and increase: the fertility and natural wealth of
the world- ' ‘

HYMMN 4
Lord of the Rain-bearing cloud! Stint thou not anything from us;
Plunging into the deep, and sucking its waters, rise thou upwards resounding,
L. |
And grow thou dark of form, like the Primal First,
2

And in the hand of Padma-nabha bea:nteous-shouldered,
3

Glitter thou like His disc;—and thun ler forth like His conch;

And, delaying not, like a shower of arrows pressed from His bow (Sarnga)
To bless the earth, pour thou down ir torrents,

So we too might bathe happily in Ma gali.

1. God, as Lord Narayana, was the cr2ator of all worlds.

2. Vishnu, the lotus-navelled-

3. The conch, the disc and the bow (Sarnga) are Vishnu’s weapons. A
delightful comparison of the blue (loud to Lord Vishnu, and of the
lightning, thunder, and rain to His weapons, the disc, the conch and the
bow.
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HYMN 5
- 1 2
The Elusive One, the Prince of glorious Mathura North,
3

The soul of the pure, puissant yamuna ghat,

The beauteous lamp, born in.a cowherd’s family;=
5.
Damodara, who illumined His mother’s womb:—
Him, if we approach pure, and offer flowers fresh,
As we sing out with our mouths, and dwell on Him with our minds,—
Our sins bygone, and standing by,
Will consumed be like shreds in fire. Speak thou on.

E lusive—sometimes appearing as an ordinary human being; sometimes
revealing His divine nature.. '

Mathura North—as opposed to Mathura south (Muttra and Madurs)

At the touch of child Sri Krishna's feet, the waters of the yamuna
became pure. o
Krishna's upbringing among cowherds sanctified them.

Literally “the child with a cord round the waist” to keep it out of
mischief! o ' ’

HYMN 6
1
The birds, bark!. how they chirp!, From the shrine of the Bird-King’s Lord,
The loud blast of the white hallooing conch, heard you not?

o 2
Gentle girll wake up- Sucking the poison from the demon’s breast,
And hurling the wheel deceptive to ruin shapeless with legs upraised,

4
The Primal One sleeps calm on the serpent in the Main.

Holding Him dear in their inmost hearts, the sages and the saints,
- 5

Gently wake ap;—and their loud chants of “Hari”
Reach the soul’s depth with coolness endearing.

-
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